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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
"At Jesus' name every knee must bend in the heavens, on the earth, and under the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father: JESUS CHRIST IS LORD!" (Phil 2:10-11) Fr. Al Lauer, founder of Presentation Ministries and original author of One Bread, One Body (OBOB), quoted this scripture very frequently. As we continue in this season of Lent and approach Easter may we continue to bend our knees and proclaim, "Jesus Christ is Lord!"
Jesus is Lord of all - he is Lord of our lives. Lord of the Church, and Lord of all creation. Jesus is Lord of Presentation Ministries and OBOB. Through this little book we hope to lead you and others closer to Jesus the Lord by teaching on the readings for Mass every day. We hope that many will decide to accept Jesus' lordship in their lives and choose to live their lives for Him.
Thank you for distributing OBOB to family, friends, neighbors, parishes, cities, and dioceses. We invite you to use OBOB as a tool to witness for Jesus. We are all missionaries for Christ! Listen to the Holy Spirit about what you should contribute for OBOB; we need your financial support to keep printing these books.
One Bread, One Body is printed in about ten different languages in about twenty different countries around the world. We need your help in getting it printed and distributed in many more countries. OBOB is now also printed and distributed in Spanish in the USA with the title, Un Pan, Un Cuerpo. Please call Jerry at (513) 659-9270 with any requests for Spanish books or leads to printing outside the USA.
Please remember our ministry in your prayers. May the Lord abundantly bless you during this Lent and Easter.
Your brothers and sister in Jesus,
Deacon George Schmidi, Chris Jasek and Judy Erwin
Tuesday, April 1, 2014
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12, Psalm 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9, John 5:1-16
FOREVER MORE
"Give up your sins so that something worse may not overtake you." —John 5:14
Being sick for thirty-eight years is certainly a terrible suffering. To stay sick for most of one's life is a tragedy. However, after healing this man, Jesus told him: "Remember, now, you have been cured. Give up your sins so that something worse may not overtake you" (Jn 5:14). What could be worse than being sick for thirty-eight years? Being separated from the Lord, refusing to accept His love, and being in hell forever would be worse.
We must never become so burdened with the bad as to forget the worst. Likewise, we should not become so preoccupied with the good as to forget the best. For instance, when the apostles were rejoicing in their victory over demons, Jesus told them: "Do not rejoice so much in the fact that the devils are subject to you as that your names are inscribed in heaven" (Lk 10:20). Likewise, Paul proclaimed: "I consider the sufferings of the present to be as nothing compared with the glory to be revealed in us" (Rm 8:18).
Although we maximize rather than minimize the significance of our present sufferings and blessings, we are to be "intent on things above rather than on things of earth" (Col 3:2). Our present is overshadowed by Christ's future and final coming. Our earthly life is a stepping stone into eternal happiness. Our time will give way to the timeless, the eternal. "God has put the timeless into [our] hearts" (Eccl 3:12), so think often of eternity. There is more — much more. We haven't seen the worst or the best. There is life after death, heaven and hell, and eternity.
Prayer: Father, may this Lent be a time when I see everything in the right perspective.
Promise: "Every month they shall bear fresh fruit, for they shall be watered by the flow from the sanctuary." —Ez 47:12
Praise: Terry repented of the sin of committing homosexual acts.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Living in Reality", or our four-tape audio series starting with AV 38-1 or two-tape video series starting with V-38.)
Wednesday, April 2, 2014, St. Francis of Paola
Isaiah 49:8-15, Psalm 145:8-9, 13-14, 17-18, John 5:17-30
VOICE LESSONS
"Hear His voice." —John 5:28
Would you like to audibly hear God's voice? Do you know how God's voice sounds? "The voice of the Lord is over the waters, the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over vast waters. The voice of the Lord is mighty; the voice of the Lord is majestic. The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars" (Ps 29:3-5). "The voice of the Lord strikes fiery flames; the voice of the Lord shakes the desert, the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. The voice of the Lord twists the oaks and strips the forests" (Ps 29:7-9).
Because Jesus is God and the Son of God, His voice is like His Father's. It sounds "like the roar of rushing waters" (Rv 1:15). Jesus promised: "I solemnly assure you, an hour is coming, has indeed come, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who have heeded it shall live" (Jn 5:25). Jesus also promised: "An hour is coming in which all those in their tombs shall hear His voice and come forth. Those who have done right shall rise to live; the evildoers shall rise to be damned" (Jn 5:28-29). The dead, the saved, and the damned will hear Jesus' voice.
Will the living hear His voice today? If today you hear His voice, "harden not your hearts" (Ps 95:8).
Prayer: Father, may I fearfully, reverently, and attentively hear the love in Your voice.
Promise: "Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you." —Is 49:15
Praise: St. Francis of Paola gave his life to Jesus at the age of thirteen.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, "Living in Reality", or our four-tape audio series starting with AV 38-1 or two-tape video series starting with V-38.)
Thursday, April 3, 2014
Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 106:19-23, John 5:31-47
"SENT"-SITIVITY TRAINING
"The Father has sent Me." —John 5:36
Jesus was keenly aware of being sent by His Father to minister to the world. In John's Gospel, Jesus refers to Himself as being sent by the Father no less than thirty-eight times! He repeatedly emphasizes that we must believe that the Father sent Him (see Jn 17:21). The Father and Jesus continually testify that Jesus was sent by the Father (Jn 5:36). Jesus even tells His disciples that the Father loves them because they believed that He was sent by God (Jn 16:27).
We disciples imitate Jesus. To be like Jesus, we must always be aware that we are sent by the Father. It's critical for us to see ourselves as being sent. Instead of identifying ourselves as a mailman, foreman, librarian, or housewife, we should imitate Jesus and the apostles by identifying ourselves as being sent by the Lord (see Jn 10:36; 2 Tm 1:1; Ti 1:1).
Jesus tells us: "As the Father has sent Me, so I send you" (Jn 20:21). At each Mass (a word which means "sent"), we are sent forth to "go and announce the Gospel of the Lord." Thus, we are sent forth by the Lord from Mass to minister to the world (Jn 17:18). Jesus tells us: "Remember: I am sending you" (Lk 10:3). "Go out now and take your place" (Acts 5:20).
Prayer: Father, I hear Your voice saying, "Whom shall I send? Who will go?" (Is 6:8) "Here I am...send me!" (Is 6:8)
Promise: "These very works which I perform testify on My behalf that the Father has sent Me." —Jn 5:36
Praise: Mary visited her fellow parishioner Carol in the hospital and prayed with her.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Friday, April 4, 2014, St. Isidore of Seville
Wisdom 2:1, 12-22, Psalm 34:17-21, 23, John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
PRIVILEGED SUFFERING
"Let us beset the just one." —Wisdom 2:12
"Let us condemn him to a shameful death." —Wisdom 2:20
Two weeks from today is Good Friday. On that day, we will remember that Jesus suffered and died for love of us. We also remember that in our own flesh we "fill up what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ for the sake of His body, the Church" (Col 1:24). Jesus has left room for our sufferings to be included in His plan of redemption.
Jesus blessed us when He said: "Blest are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of slander against you because of Me. Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is great in heaven" (Mt 5:11-12; see also Wis 2:22). May we be "judged worthy of ill-treatment for the sake of the Name" of Jesus (Acts 5:41). May our lives be "not like other men's" (Wis 2:15) so that we will be privileged (Phil 1:29) to suffer "revilement and torture" (Wis 2:19) for righteousness' sake (Mt 5:10).
Rejoice "in the measure that you share Christ's sufferings" (1 Pt 4:13). "If anyone suffers for being a Christian...he ought not to be ashamed. He should rather glorify God in virtue of that name" (1 Pt 4:16). Suffer, rejoice, and love.
Prayer: Father, I accept Your grace to take up my crosses daily (Lk 9:23). May I know how to share in Jesus' sufferings by being formed into the pattern of His death (Phil 3:10).
Promise: "The Lord is close to the brokenhearted; and those who are crushed in spirit He saves." —Ps 34:19
Praise: St. Isidore's family was united in the Faith and bore great fruit. Isidore was a bishop, and two of his brothers and a sister were all canonized saints.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Crucifying Jesus" on audio AV 65-3 or video V-65.)
Saturday, April 5, 2014, St. Vincent Ferrer
Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 7:2-3, 9-12, John 7:40-53
JESUS, THE "HOME-MAKER"
"Then each went off to his own house." —John 7:53
Zacchaeus encountered Jesus and opened his house to Him. That day, salvation came to his house (Lk 19:9). A royal official encountered Jesus, and Jesus promised to heal his son. "Jesus told him, 'Return home' " (Jn 4:50). His son was healed, and his entire household "became believers" (Jn 4:53). A demon-possessed man met Jesus and was set free. He wanted to follow Jesus, but Jesus "told him instead: 'Go home' " (Mk 5:19). The man told his family of the mercy of Jesus and all were amazed (Mk 5:20). For these people, Jesus was a home-maker.
The Jewish leaders of Jerusalem also encountered Jesus. They scorned Him, and returned home (Jn 7:53). Sadly, they missed the time of their visitation and lost the path to peace for their homes (Lk 19:42-44). Within forty years, their homes were totally destroyed by the Romans (Lk 19:44). The people of the towns of Chorazin and Bethsaida encountered Jesus and saw first-hand His miracles. However, they didn't take Jesus into their lives or their homes. As Jesus prophesied, their homes were also destroyed by the Roman army (Mt 11:20-24).
Bring Jesus into your home today. Give Him control of everything that takes place in your home. As Jesus takes charge of home repair, He may find it necessary to rip out some deteriorated or warped areas (see Lk 12:51-53). Yet Jesus is the "Restorer of ruined homesteads" (Is 58:12) and He tears down only to speed up the ultimate purpose of home restoration. Make Jesus the Lord of your home. Then your home will be so strong and united that it will survive even the worst trials (Mt 7:24-25).
Prayer: Father, use my home as a launching pad for the spread of the Gospel.
Promise: "A Shield before me is God, Who saves the upright of heart." —Ps 7:11
Praise: St. Vincent's motto was: "Whatever you do, think not of yourself, but of God."
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, April 6, 2014, Fifth Sunday of Lent
Ezekiel 37:12-14, Romans 8:8-11, Psalm 130:1-8, John 11:1-45
THE LAST WORD IN FAITH
"Do you believe?" —John 11:26
In two weeks, everyone in the world who goes to Mass on Easter will be challenged to reject Satan, all his works, and all his empty promises. We reject Satan because we believe in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit guides us to all truth (Jn 16:13), including faith in "the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting." The last word in the great renewal of the baptismal promises is "the resurrection of the body and life everlasting."
In two weeks, Jesus is going to say to us as He said to Martha: "I am the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25). He will ask us: "Do you believe this?" (Jn 11:26) By God's grace, we will be able to answer: "Yes, Lord...I have come to believe that You are the Messiah, the Son of God" (Jn 11:27). If we believe Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God, we believe He is the Resurrection and the Life, Who will open our graves (Ez 37:12), raise our bodies from the dead, and give us life everlasting.
Fix your eyes on the risen Son (see Heb 12:2). See Jesus dying on the cross, and rising from the dead. Jesus, Who raised Lazarus from the dead, will give us the faith to believe in Him, renew our baptismal promises, and thereby rise from the dead to life everlasting.
Prayer: Father, whatever it takes, increase my faith greatly in the next two weeks.
Promise: "If the Spirit of Him Who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, then He Who raised Christ from the dead will bring your mortal bodies to life also, through His Spirit dwelling in you." —Rm 8:11
Praise: Praise You Jesus, the crucified Resurrection and the Life! You are "the Author of Life" (Acts 3:15). "All life, all holiness comes from You."
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, April 7, 2014, St. John Baptist de la Salle
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62, Psalm 23:1-6, John 8:1-11
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
"Nor do I condemn you. You may go." —John 8:11
Injustices are not merely thoughts or feelings; they are realities. Therefore, we must not only stop injustices to the poor but also begin to repair the damage inflicted. Punishing those guilty of injustice is part of repairing the evil effects of injustice. Punishment stops the wrongdoing. It may be part of leading wrongdoers to repentance. Punishing the unjust restores some peace and security to the community. It also restores the just values which have been skewed by injustices. So it would be unrealistic and unjust to let the adulteress in today's Gospel reading go unpunished. The Pharisees were not necessarily being vindictive when they planned to stone the adulteress. They were doing justice.
When Jesus let the adulteress go, He would have been unjust if He had not planned to provide justice for her victims and society in general. Jesus did this when He took her punishment upon Himself and was executed in her place on Calvary.
This may be why Jesus "bent down and started tracing on the ground with His finger" (Jn 8:6). He may have been deliberating whether to suffer the punishment for the adulteress' sins, our sins, and those of the whole world. As Jesus bent down, He may have thought of being knocked down and tortured. As He traced on the ground with His finger, He may have seen the nails being pounded through His hands and His dead body being buried in the ground. When Jesus stood up and let the adulteress, and us, go free and uncondemned (Jn 8:11), He condemned Himself to take on the punishment justly due to all the sinners of all times. Jesus condemned Himself to an unimaginably brutal death for justice and love of us.
Prayer: Jesus, I am Barabbas (see Mt 27:16ff). The cross was intended to punish me. Thank You for justifying me (see Rm 5:1).
Promise: "The whole assembly cried aloud, blessing God Who saves those that hope in Him." —Dn 13:60
Praise: St. John urged, "Be driven by the love of God then, because Jesus Christ died for all."
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Tuesday, April 8, 2014
Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 102:2-3, 16-21, John 8:21-30
CROSS PEACE
"Where I am going you cannot come." —John 8:21
Jesus told His sinful audience that He was going somewhere that they couldn't come (Jn 8:21). One possible way to interpret this saying is to identify His destination as the cross. In our old, sinful nature, we "cannot come" (Jn 8:21) to the cross.
If we haven't committed our lives to Jesus, we "cannot come" near the cross; rather, we flee from it (see Mk 14:50). Chained to our old, sinful nature, we are doomed to die in our sins (Jn 8:21, 24). We are "enemies of the cross" (Phil 3:18). In fact, when we live in our sins, the only time we come near the cross is for the purpose of nailing Jesus to it (see Heb 6:6; Catechism, 598).
What a miserable dilemma! To avoid dying in our sins, we need to believe that Jesus is God, I AM (Jn 8:24). However, we need to come to the cross to realize that Jesus is God (Jn 8:28).
Therefore, in His mercy, Jesus came down from heaven to go where we could not: the cross. When the crucified Jesus was lifted up on the cross, He snatched up our sinful nature and nailed it to the cross to be crucified with Him (Col 2:14). Hanging on the cross, Jesus draws all to Himself (Jn 12:32). By the grace and favor of God, we sinners who flee from the cross are given the desire to turn and look on Jesus. If we accept this grace, we will realize this crucified Jesus is God (Jn 8:28). We will believe in Him, accept Him as Lord and Savior (Jn 3:14-15), and be healed (Nm 21:9).
Come to the cross today. Be set free in Jesus.
Prayer: Jesus, nail Your crucified self to me so I can never leave You. May I be crucified to the world and the world to me (Gal 6:14). May I be a man or a woman of Your cross.
Promise: "You will surely die in your sins unless you come to believe that I AM." —Jn 8:24
Praise: Robert has found direction to his life by spending time before the Blessed Sacrament.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Wednesday, April 9, 2014
Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95, Daniel 3:52-56, John 8:31-42
FATHER-FREEDOM
"We have but one Father and that is God Himself." —John 8:41
When Jesus taught us about freedom, He taught us about God's fatherhood. We can be free because we are children of God the Father. When we become free, we, as sons and daughters of God, have a permanent place with Jesus in God the Father's family (see Jn 8:35). Jesus, as the Son of the Father, sets us free (Jn 8:36).
The truth will set us free (Jn 8:32). By truth, the Lord means true relationships, especially our relationship with God the Father. Jesus came to show us the Father (Jn 14:9). No one comes to the Father except through Jesus (Jn 14:6). Because Jesus is the only Way to the Father, He alone truly sets us free (Jn 8:36). Jesus is the Truth (Jn 14:6), because He has been perfectly true in His relationship with His Father, even to accepting death on the cross.
If, by grace, we are true to our heavenly Father and decide to do His will rather than ours (see Mt 26:39), we will deeply discover how true the Father is to us. This awesome security will take precedence over all fears, anxieties, and pressures (Lk 12:7). Secure in the Father's true love, we will not be manipulated. We will be free at last.
Prayer: Father, Abba, in Your arms I am truly free. I love You.
Promise: "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, Who sent His angel to deliver the servants that trusted in Him; they disobeyed the royal command and yielded their bodies rather than serve or worship any god except their own God." —Dn 3:95
Praise: Len tried to stop masturbating during Lent. Jesus gave him the power to stop for a lifetime.
(For related teaching, order our booklet, The Truth Will Set You Free.")
Thursday, April 10, 2014
Genesis 17:3-9, Psalm 105:4-9, John 8:51-59
DEAD ENDS AND THE LIVE END
"Whom do You make Yourself out to be?" —John 8:53
"Abraham is dead. The prophets are dead" (Jn 8:52). Buddha is dead. Mohammed is dead. Caesar is dead. Nations, societies, and civilizations are dead. Everyone is dead or on the threshold of death except for Jesus, "the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25).
Jesus alone holds "the keys of death and the nether world" (Rv 1:18). Consequently, Jesus is not merely a great leader, wise man, or the most significant figure in history. Jesus rose by His own power. This means Jesus is God. He was proclaimed "Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness, by His Resurrection from the dead" (Rm 1:4). Therefore, Jesus alone can say: "I solemnly declare it: before Abraham came to be, I AM" (Jn 8:58).
Therefore, Christianity is not just another religion. It is the only religion directly founded by Christ, Who is God. Because of this, the Church is not just another human institution; it is the body of Christ and the only body of Christ. Therefore, a Christian is just not the same as every other person. A Christian is a walking tabernacle, containing the treasure of Jesus Himself (2 Cor 4:7). "Because of this we no longer look on anyone in terms of mere human judgment. If at one time we so regarded Christ, we no longer know Him by this standard" (2 Cor 5:16).
Worship Christ, share His Gospel, love the Church (Eph 5:25), and reverence Christians as members of Christ's body.
Prayer: Father, I will live in the freedom of knowing that Jesus will raise me from the dead.
Promise: "I will maintain My covenant with you and your descendants after you." —Gn 17:7
Praise: Martin did not return to drink when his wife died or when he lost his job. Jesus had indeed set him free (Jn 8:36).
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God", or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
Friday, April 11, 2014, St. Stanislaus
Jeremiah 20:10-13, Psalm 18:2-7, John 10:31-42
LOVE, SUFFERING, AND EVANGELIZATION
"Many came to believe in him." —John 10:42
The Lord will use you to lead many to believe in Him. However, before the Lord breaks through in the lives of those you are evangelizing, the evil one will usually try to intimidate you and pressure you to shut up. For instance, before the "many" in today's Gospel reading believed in Jesus, some attempted to execute Jesus by stoning Him (Jn 10:31). Before the three-thousand believers of the first Christian Pentecost reached thousands more, Peter and John and then all the apostles were thrown in jail. Also, before these thousands of believers reached hundreds of thousands with the gospel of Jesus, many of the first Christians were persecuted and martyred.
Today, as in all Christian history, the Lord gives us the power to bear much fruit. If we will only fall to the earth and die like grains of wheat, we will bear much fruit (Jn 12:24). No matter how limited we may be or how inadequate we may feel, we will lead many to believe in Jesus if we love people enough to bear our "share of the hardship which the gospel entails" (2 Tm 1:8) and continually "carry about in our bodies the dying of Jesus" (2 Cor 4:10). Love, suffer, and bear fruit abundantly (see Jn 15:5).
Prayer: Father, "the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church" (Tertullian). Use my life and death as Your seed.
Promise: "He has rescued the life of the poor from the power of the wicked!" —Jer 20:13
Praise: St. Stanislaus advised preparing for spiritual battles with innocence of heart, integrity of faith, and dedication to virtue.
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet, Accepting Jesus as Lord, Savior, and God", or on audio AV 43-1 or video V-43.)
Saturday, April 12, 2014
Ezekiel 37:21-28, Jeremiah 31:10-13, John 11:45-56
LEAD-OFF BATTER-ED
"I will make them one nation upon the land, in the mountains of Israel, and there shall be one Prince for them all." —Ezekiel 37:22
Ezekiel prophesied that Israel and Judah would be united after hundreds of years of division. This miracle of unity would be done by David's Descendant, Who would be the one Prince and the one Shepherd of the reunited nation (Ez 37:24). Ezekiel prophesied unity through divinely ordained leadership.
Caiaphas, the high priest when Jesus died, also prophesied. He said: "It is better for you to have one Man die [for the people] than to have the whole nation destroyed" (Jn 11:50). Caiaphas "prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation — and not for this nation only, but to gather into one all the dispersed children of God" (Jn 11:51-52). Unity would be effected by a Leader — not by a leader in governing, organizing, building, or even fighting, but by a Leader in dying. Jesus led the way in dying and made two into one through the blood of His cross (Eph 2:16; Col 1:20).
If we want unity in our world, among denominations, within the Church, in marriage and family, and in Christian community, we, with Jesus, must lead the way in dying. We must continually "carry about in our bodies the dying of Jesus" (2 Cor 4:10). We must lead the daily Way of the Cross (Lk 9:23).
All Christians "are constantly being delivered to death for Jesus' sake" (2 Cor 4:11). However, those who volunteer to be the first to die and sacrifice make us one as the Father and Jesus are one (see Jn 17:21). Lead in dying.
Prayer: Father, for love of You, in this Holy Week, may I take over the lead in the contest of suffering (see Heb 10:32).
Promise: "I will make with them a covenant of peace; it shall be an everlasting covenant with them, and I will multiply them." —Ez 37:26
Praise: Jesus healed Kim of breast cancer.
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Calling Christian Leaders" on audio AV 60-3 or video V-60.)
Sunday, April 13, 2014, Passion (Palm) Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11 (Entrance Processional), Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians 2:6-11, Psalm 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24, Matthew 26:14—27:66
"SEALED WITH A KISS"
"The One I shall kiss is the Man; seize Him." —Matthew 26:48, RSV-CE
Many of you who read this have been kissed passionately and have experienced the love and intimacy which accompanies such a kiss. Some of you have also been treated with indifference or even have been betrayed by the same person who kissed you earlier. Imagine, then, how Jesus felt in being kissed by Judas, His betrayer. Even so, Jesus never stopped loving Judas. He even addressed Judas as "Friend" after Judas sealed Jesus' death with a kiss (Mt 26:50).
On this Palm Sunday, we open our lips to receive Jesus in Holy Communion. In effect, we receive a eucharistic kiss from Jesus (see Sg 1:2). Will we kiss Jesus with a kiss of loving intimacy, repentance, and commitment (see Lk 7:38), or will we give Him betrayal, indifference, and a kiss of death? (see 1 Cor 11:27-30) Will we use our lips to tell Jesus "Hosanna" today (Mt 21:9), but ignore Him later this week by living a lifestyle which opposes His teaching and which shouts "Crucify Him"? (Mt 27:22-23)
On Good Friday, in five days, we will have another opportunity to kiss the cross of Jesus in veneration. A penitent woman tearfully and lovingly kissed the feet of Jesus (Lk 7:37-38). In the same way, seal your commitment to Jesus "with the kiss of love" (1 Pt 5:14, RSV-CE).
Prayer: "O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim Your praise" (Ps 51:17). My lips are Yours, Lord Jesus, from now on.
Promise: "Clearly this was the Son of God!" —Mt 27:54
Praise: "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!" (Mt 21:9)
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, April 14, 2014, Holy Week
Isaiah 42:1-7, Psalm 27:1-3, 13-14, John 12:1-11
NO TURNING BACK
"Mary brought a pound of costly perfume made from genuine aromatic nard, with which she anointed Jesus' feet. Then she dried His feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the ointment's fragrance." —John 12:3
Mary was familiar with Judas from other times that Jesus and His disciples had visited their house (see Lk 10:38-42; Jn 11:1ff). Her jar of perfumed oil was expensive, and she probably wasn't surprised that Judas knew its cost, roughly a year's salary (see Jn 12:5). So this time, when Mary was moved to give lavishly to Jesus, she broke the jar that contained the perfume (see Mk 14:3). Once she broke that jar, there was no turning back, no skimping. The breaking of the jar meant that the perfume could not be preserved; she intentionally decided to give it all to Jesus.
Perhaps Mary believed Judas was either stealing or misusing the money deposited in the "contributions." After all, Mary would have known the apostles well. Undoubtedly Mary wanted to give the perfume entirely to Jesus, not indirectly to Judas by selling it and donating the money. By breaking the jar, Mary could ensure that it did go to Jesus. Once the jar was broken, no one could reverse or overrule her decision to give it all to Jesus.
Be like Mary. Give your all to Jesus. Put yourself in a situation where there is no turning back from giving all to Jesus.
Prayer: Father, You know how I am tempted to hold back when it comes to You. From now on, may I be willing to break any jars necessary and follow You without turning back.
Promise: "The Lord...gives breath to its people and spirit to those who walk on [the earth]." —Is 42:5
Praise: Warren met Jesus inside his jail cell. Though still in prison, Jesus has set Warren free (Jn 8:36).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape "Developing A Deep, Personal Relationship with Jesus" on audio AV 52-1 or video V-52.)
Tuesday, April 15, 2014, Holy Week
Isaiah 49:1-6, Psalm 71:1-6, 15, 17, John 13:21-33, 36-38
"LAY" MINISTRY
"You will lay down your life for Me, will you?" —John 13:38
Peter promised Jesus he would lay down his life for Him (Jn 13:37). That same night, Peter lay weeping bitterly after realizing he had denied Jesus three times (Lk 22:62). Judas probably didn't intend to betray Jesus when he began following Him. Yet he allowed his love for Jesus to erode to the extent that Satan could enter his heart at the moment when Jesus reached out to him in love (Jn 13:26-27).
We too can deny or betray Jesus if we focus on our own desires rather than His. "When we deny Him by our deeds, we in some way seem to lay violent hands on Him" (Catechism, 598). Jesus showed Peter and all of us how to lay down our lives in love:
During this Holy Week, allow Jesus to lay bare Your heart. Repent deeply and lay your sins before Him in Confession. Lay your life at Jesus' feet (Lk 17:16) and follow Him to the cross.
Prayer: Jesus, "I will lay down my life for You!" (Jn 13:37)
Promise: "I will make you a light to the nations, that My salvation may reach to the ends of the earth." —Is 49:6
Praise: Praise Jesus, Who gave up His all to give us all.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Wednesday, April 16, 2014, Holy Week
Isaiah 50:4-9, Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 31, 33-34, Matthew 26:14-25
COME TO JESUS
"Judas Iscariot went off to the chief priests." —Matthew 26:14
Judas was accustomed to being an intimate friend of Jesus and having privileged access to Him. Nonetheless, during the most important week in the lives of both Judas and Jesus, Judas dialogued with the chief priests instead of with Jesus. Judas deferred to the chief priests as a higher "authority" than Jesus, handing his loyalty over to the chief priests instead of to Jesus, the Lord of the universe.
Adam and Eve were accustomed to being intimate friends of God in the garden of Eden. They had privileged access to the Lord. Nonetheless, Adam and Eve dialogued in the garden with the serpent (Satan) instead of with God. They deferred to Satan's "authority" over the tree of life rather than God's.
In this holiest of weeks, learn from the mistakes of Adam, Eve, Judas, and a great many people over the centuries. When it comes to the Passion of Christ, you are either with Jesus or against Jesus (Lk 11:23). Give the Lord absolute loyalty over your heart and tongue. Give Jesus your sympathy (Ps 69:21). Dialogue with God and not the forces opposed to Him. Jesus tells each one of us: "Come to Me" (Mt 11:28).
Prayer: Father, be the Lord of my heart and my loyalties. "Keep me faithful to Your teaching and never let me be parted from You."
Promise: "The Lord God is my help, therefore I am not disgraced." —Is 50:7
Praise: Praise You, Lord Jesus, for Your constant, never-failing love for me and for all people. I worship You with my life.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For encouragement, order any or all of the following tapes: "Ignorance of Scriptures is Ignorance of Christ", AV 82-1, V-82, "How to Pray the Bible "on audio AV 82-3 or on video V-82, "How to Read the Bible" on audio AV 46-3 or on video V-46, "Principles of Bible Interpretation", audio AV 79-1, video V-79.)
Thursday, April 17, 2014, Holy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Psalm 116:12-13, 15-18, John 13:1-15
AMAZING LOVE
"The Lord Jesus on the night in which He was betrayed took bread, and after He had given thanks, broke it and said, 'This is My body, which is for you.' " —1 Corinthians 11:23-24
God became a human being. "The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us" (Jn 1:14). The Lord emptied Himself (Phil 2:7). He became like us in all things but sin (Heb 4:15). God became a human embryo, baby, toddler, little child, teenager, etc. God washed the feet of His disciples (Jn 13:5) and continues to do so today (see Heb 13:8). God emptied and humbled Himself even to death on a cross (Phil 2:8).
Then the God-Man did the unthinkable. He emptied and humbled Himself to the point that He gave us His body and blood, His soul and divinity under the appearances of bread and wine. In the Eucharist, Jesus, Who had emptied Himself of His divinity, now appears to have emptied Himself even of His humanity. When Jesus took a piece of bread and a cup of wine and said: "This is My body. This is My blood" (see 1 Cor 11:24, 25), He uttered one of the most shocking statements ever made.
Why the Incarnation? Why the Crucifixion? Why the Eucharist? "God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him may not die but may have eternal life" (Jn 3:16). "God is Love" (1 Jn 4:16). Love Him.
Prayer: God, Love incarnate (1 Jn 4:16), I decide to love You with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind, and all my strength (Lk 10:27). May I love You with all my life, as You mean "all."
Promise: "This day shall be a memorial feast for you, which all your generations shall celebrate with pilgrimage to the Lord, as a perpetual institution." —Ex 12:14
Praise: "O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament divine, all praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine."
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, This Is My Body".)
Friday, April 18, 2014, Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12, Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9, Psalm 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-17, 25, John 18:1—19:42
CAN YOU BELIEVE IT?
"Who would believe what we have heard?" —Isaiah 53:1
At one time or another in our lives, each of us has been astounded by something we've heard. Pause and reflect for a moment. Ponder with utter amazement precisely what Jesus proclaimed through His obedience two-thousand years ago. He first suffered, "and when perfected, He became the Source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him" (Heb 5:9). Furthermore, "at the appointed time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for us godless men" and women (Rm 5:6).
Jesus spoke loud and clear that fateful day. His filial trust in the Father makes this Friday very good. Jesus abandoned Himself to the Father's will and prayed, "Into Your hands I commend My Spirit" (Ps 31:6; cf Lk 23:46).
Stop and meditate upon the magnitude of the event. In our ignorance we, the creatures, killed the Creator. Are we any better than the Roman soldiers, who "repeatedly...came up to Him and said, 'All hail, King of the Jews!', slapping His face as they did so"? (Jn 19:3) Or are we more like Pontius Pilate? When we hear Jesus proclaimed as God's Son, are we "more afraid than ever"? (see Jn 19:7-8)
In the end, when "it is finished" (Jn 19:30), call to mind that "fear is useless. What is needed is trust" (Mk 5:36). Remember, "He wants all men to be saved and come to know the truth" (1 Tm 2:4). That is very Good News.
Prayer: Jesus, into Your hands I commend my life.
Promise: "He was pierced for our offenses, crushed for our sins, upon Him was the chastisement that makes us whole, by His stripes we were healed." —Is 53:5
Praise: (none)
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Saturday, April 19, 2014, Holy Saturday
(no eucharistic readings),
VERY BURIED?
Today, we recall that Jesus was buried. God, the Creator of earth, was buried and entombed in the earth, His own creation.
Why was God buried? Why do we profess our faith that Jesus "was crucified, died, and was buried"? Why is Jesus' burial important?
Today, identify with the buried Jesus. Prepare to renew your baptismal promises. Have a Holy Saturday.
Prayer: Come, risen Lord Jesus!
Promise: (none)
Praise: (none)
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, April 20, 2014, Easter Sunday
Romans 6:3-11 (Vigil Readings), Acts 10:34, 37-43, Colossians 3:1-4 or, 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, Matthew 28:1-10, Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23, John 20:1-9
SON-RISE SERVICE
"Since you have been raised up in company with Christ..." —Colossians 3:1
Happy Easter! As the heavenly messengers said, let us "remember what" Jesus told us to expect after the cross (see Lk 24:6):
"You have been raised up in company with Christ" (Col 3:1). "Your life is hidden now with Christ in God" (Col 3:3). "Be intent on things above rather than on things of earth" (Col 3:2). Serve the risen Son. "Bear witness that" Jesus is risen (Acts 10:42). Like Mary Magdalene, run and tell a hurting world that Jesus is "the Resurrection and the Life" (Jn 11:25). Alleluia!
Prayer: Jesus, give me a risen tongue and a risen vocabulary. May I speak to all of risen freedom in You.
Promise: "Everyone who believes in Him has forgiveness of sins through His name." —Acts 10:43
Praise: "This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad and rejoice" (Ps 118:24). Alleluia! We are free indeed! (Jn 8:36)
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, April 21, 2014, Easter Week
Acts 2:14, 22-33, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, Matthew 28:8-15
LIES FOR SALE
"They, in turn, convened with the elders and worked out their strategy, giving the soldiers a large bribe with the instructions: 'You are to say, "His disciples came during the night and stole Him while we were asleep." ' " —Matthew 28:12-13
Satan could not stop Jesus from rising from the dead. He cannot chain the Word of God (2 Tm 2:9). However, he has been able to stop many people from believing in the risen Lord and from being witnesses for Him. Satan, the father of lies (Jn 8:44), has done this by purchasing lies, that is, by bribery. When he tried to do this with Jesus, Jesus threw him out (Mt 4:9-10). However, Satan has been more successful with Jesus' followers. Satan purchased at a bargain price Judas' lying kiss by which Judas handed God over for crucifixion (Mt 26:14-15). Satan also bought a whole pack of lies from the soldiers at Jesus' tomb. They pocketed the money and then lied about Jesus' resurrection (Mt 28:15). Throughout history, Satan keeps buying lies and marching out his flunkies to deny Jesus' resurrection. Isn't that what we see in our "culture of death"?
However, there have always been a few people who won't be bought — people who will witness for the risen Christ at any cost. What's your price? Can you be bought? If so, Satan will buy you, your lies, your silence, and your soul. Be willing to give up anything and everything to be a witness for the risen Christ.
Prayer: Father, I serve You, not money (Mt 6:24).
Promise: "Do not be afraid! Go and carry the news." —Mt 28:10
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus is risen. He is alive! He lives forever!
(Read the Bible daily. We have several tape series to help you. "Overview of the Bible" is six audio tapes starting with AV 10A-1 or three video tapes starting with V-10A. "15-minute Bible Teaching - New Testament" is forty audio tapes starting with #700. "An Introduction to each book of the Bible" is thirty-two audio tapes starting with AV 21-1 or seventeen video tapes starting with V-21.)
Tuesday, April 22, 2014, Easter Week
Acts 2:36-41, Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22, John 20:11-18
"YOUR WILL BE DONE" (Mt 6:10)
"Do not cling to Me." —John 20:17
After suffering the severe trauma of seeing her beloved Jesus crucified, Mary Magdalene was ecstatic when the risen Jesus appeared to her on Easter morning. The two things that Mary wanted to do more than anything else were to embrace Jesus and stay with Him. However, the two things that Jesus told her to do were to stop clinging to Him and to go away from Him (Jn 20:17).
You'd think this would be a monumental interior struggle for Mary, given the incredible emotions felt and intense love she had. Yet look what Mary did! She instantly relinquished her deepest desires and joyfully fulfilled Jesus' commands. She released Jesus and left Him in instant obedience to His command to tell the disciples the good news of His resurrection (Jn 20:18). The Gospel reports no protests from Mary, only her unhesitating obedience.
It's likely that Mary could yield to Jesus' will so perfectly because before Jesus commanded her, He addressed Mary by name (Jn 20:16). When we know Jesus loves us in such a personal, intimate way, we are so completely reassured of His personal love for us that all our other desires melt away. All we need is His love.
Are you struggling with something the Lord is asking you to do? Be assured of His risen love for you. If you were the only person on earth, Jesus would still have died and risen just for you. Nothing can separate you from His love (Rm 8:39). Therefore, go and carry His risen, personal love to a lost and hurting world.
Prayer: "Rabbouni!" "My Lord and my God!" (Jn 20:16, 28)
Promise: "Three thousand were added that day." —Acts 2:41
Praise: Alleluia! Praise the Risen Jesus, Whose love is more powerful than death!
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Wednesday, April 23, 2014, Easter Week
Acts 3:1-10, Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9, Luke 24:13-35
GO BACKWARD TO GO FORWARD
"They got up immediately and returned to Jerusalem." —Luke 24:33
Acts of the Apostles was written over forty years after Jesus' resurrection. By that time, some of the second generation Christians had lost their first love for the Lord (see Rv 2:4). Acts was written to stir again into flame the gift of the Holy Spirit (see 2 Tm 1:6-7). Acts teaches that the way to be renewed is to go back and pick up where you've left off. Jeremiah prophesied: "Stand beside the earliest roads, ask the pathways of old" (Jer 6:16). Hosea prophesied that we must go back into the desert and respond to the Lord "there as in the days" of our youth (Hos 2:16-17; see also Jer 2:2). We must return to our first love and our former godly deeds (Rv 2:4-5).
We may even need to go back to "square one" — to "the three o'clock hour" (see Acts 3:1) when Jesus died on the cross for us, and to the time of Jesus' resurrection, whether it was forty or nearly two thousand years ago. Like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, we must turn around and go back to the place where Jesus was crucified (Lk 24:33). We must go back seven miles (see Lk 24:13) or thousands of miles, if necessary. We must go back to the Church, the Bible (Lk 24:27, 32), and the Eucharist (Lk 24:30-31). If we have stalled in our Christian life, we must go all the way back if we are to go all the way forward as witnesses for the risen Christ.
Prayer: Father, if necessary, put me "back in the shop" so I can soon get out on the road.
Promise: "Immediately the beggar's feet and ankles became strong; he jumped up, stood for a moment, then began to walk around. He went into the temple with them — walking, jumping about, and praising God." —Acts 3:7-8
Praise: Alleluia! "This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad and rejoice in it" (Ps 118:24).
(We will read "Acts of the Apostles" for the next two months. As a guide to "Acts", order our "Simple Reading Guide to Luke and Acts".)
Thursday, April 24, 2014, Easter Week
Acts 3:11-26, Psalm 8:2, 5-9, Luke 24:35-48
A GHOST WRITER
"They thought they were seeing a ghost." —Luke 24:37
"The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us" (Jn 1:14). God became a human being so that we could have a flesh-and-blood, deeply personal relationship with Him. After Jesus' death, His Incarnation seemed finished. When Jesus bodily rose from the dead, His Incarnation was restored.
However, the apostles still lost touch with the incarnate Jesus because they found it hard to believe in His resurrection. "In their panic and fright they thought they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, 'Why are you disturbed? Why do such ideas cross your mind? Look at My hands and My feet; it is really I. Touch Me, and see that a ghost does not have flesh and bones as I do' " (Lk 24:37-39). Jesus even ate a piece of fish to prove He was still incarnate (Lk 24:42-43). Finally, "He opened their minds to the understanding of the Scriptures" (Lk 24:45).
Jesus obviously wants us to relate to Him as incarnate and risen. Yet even the presence of His physical body does not guarantee we will relate to Him that way. We need faith, and "faith comes through hearing, and hearing by God's word" (Rm 10:17, our transl.). Therefore, the incarnate, risen Jesus spent the first afternoon (Lk 24:27) and evening of His risen life by opening His disciples' and apostles' "minds to the understanding of the Scriptures" (Lk 24:45).
What Christ's resurrection didn't do, His Word can do (see Lk 16:31). Love, learn, and live in God's Word (Jn 15:7; 8:31). Then you will relate to Jesus as a Man, not as a ghost.
Prayer: Father, make my relationship with Jesus the most real and substantial relationship in my life.
Promise: "Such faith has given him perfect health, as all of you can observe." —Acts 3:16
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus is risen in glory! "Thanks be to God Who has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor 15:57).
(We will read "Acts of the Apostles" for the next two months. As a guide to "Acts", order our "Simple Reading Guide to Luke and Acts".)
Friday, April 25, 2014, Easter Week
Acts 4:1-12, Psalm 118:1-2, 4, 22-27, John 21:1-14
HEALING THE HANDICAPPED
"If we must answer today for a good deed done to a cripple and explain how he was restored to health, then you and all the people of Israel must realize that it was done in the name of Jesus Christ." —Acts 4:9-10
"Many wonders and signs were performed by the apostles" after the first Pentecost (Acts 2:43). The few healings recounted in Acts of the Apostles were chosen to be proclaimed not just because they were healings, but because of their special significance. The man lame from birth is someone we all can identify with. We may not be physically handicapped, but we all have been handicapped since birth in other ways. Because of cowardice, Peter was more handicapped than the lame man. Some people have never taken even their first baby-step in evangelization. Many have been paralyzed by fear for as long as they can remember. Others have never prayed together with their spouses. These are severe spiritual handicaps.
However, the good news is that in the name of the risen Jesus we can be healed. This will prove that Jesus has risen and is alive right now. When we let Jesus heal us from a life-long handicap, we have an ideal forum for proclaiming His resurrection. Those who have known us for years will be astounded at our new freedom. They will ask how we were healed of our handicap. We will then be able to proclaim that "it was done in the name of Jesus" crucified and risen (Acts 4:10).
Prayer: Risen Jesus, may I let You heal me of a life-long handicap.
Promise: "Simon Peter went aboard and hauled ashore the net loaded with sizable fish — one hundred fifty-three of them!" —Jn 21:11
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus is alive! He has conquered death. Alleluia! He is Lord and God! Alleluia!
(We will read "Acts of the Apostles" for the next two months. As a guide to "Acts", order our "Simple Reading Guide to Luke and Acts".)
Saturday, April 26, 2014, Easter Week
Acts 4:13-21, Psalm 118:1, 14-21, Mark 16:9-15
ONLY JESUS LOVES NOBODIES
"What shall we do with these men?" —Acts 4:15
Like the apostles in today's Gospel reading, many Christians today are stubborn and lacking in faith (Mk 16:14). Like Peter and John, most Christians in the world are uneducated and unimportant by the world's standards (Acts 4:13). The world uses and abuses these simple, weak, and sinful nobodies. It threatens them and tries to stop them from being witnesses for the risen Jesus (see Acts 4:17).
What does Jesus do with average people in all their weaknesses and sins? Jesus does not try to control them with threats. Rather, He corrects them so that they will not be controlled and manipulated by their carnal desires and the pressures of the world (Mk 16:14). In contrast to the world, Jesus does not try to put a stop to the talk of the nobodies but commands them to go and proclaim the gospel to all creation (Mk 16:15).
No one respects, frees, empowers, and loves people as Jesus does. The risen Jesus is the only Hope for the oppressed and also for the oppressive people of the world. Give your life to Jesus. Only He will respect you and not reject you (Jn 6:37).
Prayer: Risen Jesus, thank You for choosing and cherishing the weak, lowborn, and despised (1 Cor 1:27-28).
Promise: "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight for us to obey you rather than God. Surely we cannot help speaking of what we have heard and seen." —Acts 4:19-20
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Jesus will raise from the dead those who believe in Him! (Jn 11:26) Alleluia!
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Who Am I In Christ"? or our four-part series of audio tapes starting with AV 7A-1 or our two-part video series starting with V-7A.)
Sunday, April 27, 2014, Second Sunday of Easter, Mercy Sunday
Acts 2:42-47, 1 Peter 1:3-9, Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24, John 20:19-31
OUT OF ORDER?
The brethren "devoted themselves to the apostles' instruction and the communal life, to the breaking of bread and the prayers." —Acts 2:42
"In the first community of Jerusalem, believers 'devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and the prayers.' This sequence is characteristic of the Church's prayer" (Catechism, 2624, emphasis added). The four aspects of Acts 2:42 are sequential, at least in the context of prayer. This means that our prayers must be based on the greatest prayer, the breaking of the bread, that is, the Eucharist. Furthermore, the Eucharist will be a far cry from what the Lord wants it to be if not celebrated in the context of communal life. The breakdown of Christian community in our secular humanistic society accounts for much of the lukewarmness in our Eucharists. However, we will be imprisoned by our cultural blindspots and refuse Christian community until we take on the mind of Christ (1 Cor 2:16) by devoting ourselves to the apostles' instruction through the Church's teachings and the Bible (Acts 2:42). Finally, without the Holy Spirit, we will never devote ourselves to the apostles' instruction, the communal life, or the Christian life.
We are out of order. The conditions of our lives, Eucharists, and prayers show that something's wrong. However, the risen Christ is breathing on each of us now. Jesus commands us: "Receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:22). The Spirit alone can put our lives in order. Come, Holy Spirit!
Prayer: "My Lord and my God!" (Jn 20:28) Lord Jesus, mercy.
Promise: "His mercy endures forever." —Ps 118:2, 4
Praise: "Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, He Who in His great mercy gave us new birth; a birth unto hope which draws its life from the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Pt 1:3). Alleluia forever!
(For a related teaching, order our leaflet Who Am I In Christ"? or our four-part series of audio tapes starting with AV 7A-1 or our two-part video series starting with V-7A.)
Monday, April 28, 2014, St. Peter Chanel, St. Louis Mary de Montfort
Acts 4:23-31, Psalm 2:1-9, John 3:1-8
THE MEANING OF LIFE
"I solemnly assure you, no one can enter into God's kingdom without being begotten of water and Spirit." —John 3:5
When Nicodemus talked of signs and wonders, Jesus spoke of Baptism, of being begotten of water and Spirit. When Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman, He promised her the "living water" of Baptism, a fountain within her "leaping up to provide eternal life" (Jn 4:10, 14). Even when the dead body of Jesus was hanging on the cross, His body language spoke of Baptism, as blood and water flowed from His pierced side (Jn 19:34). Before Jesus ascended, He gave the Church the "great commission" to make disciples of all nations and baptize them (see Mt 28:19). Before Jesus ascended, He also promised: "Within a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:5). Then the Church was born when three thousand were baptized on the first Christian Pentecost (Acts 2:41). In the fifth from the last verse of the Bible, Jesus again refers to Baptism when He invites us to "accept the gift of life-giving water" (Rv 22:17).
The Church got Jesus' point. Therefore, on the greatest day of the year, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday, in every Mass and every Catholic church in the world, we are invited to renew our baptismal promises. Live your Baptism. This is Jesus' will and the meaning of our lives.
Prayer: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I believe in You. By Your grace, I reject Satan, all his works, and all his empty promises.
Promise: "The place where they were gathered shook as they prayed. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak God's word with confidence." —Acts 4:31
Praise: St. Peter zealously ministered to the sick. His caring love for the ill bore great fruit as he led many families to faith in Jesus.
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, Lent and the Renewal of Our Baptismal Promises".)
Tuesday, April 29, 2014, St. Catherine of Siena
Acts 4:32-37, Psalm 93:1-2, 5, John 3:7-15
CULTURE WARS
"The community of believers were of one heart and one mind. None of them ever claimed anything as his own; rather, everything was held in common." —Acts 4:32
Jesus is praying that we would be one as He and the Father are one, so that the world will believe the Father has sent Him (Jn 17:21). To witness with power for the risen Christ, the community of believers must be "of one heart and one mind" (Acts 4:32-33). This unity must not be superficial but deep and concrete like the first Christian communities, who voluntarily shared all things in common (Acts 4:32; 2:44). For example, Barnabas sold his farm and gave the money from the sale to the Church (Acts 4:37). The love and unity in the Church's early communities was so deep that they laid down their lives for each other (1 Jn 3:16).
The secular humanistic culture we live in values independence and individualism rather than Christian community. Therefore, the communal life of the early Church may seem foreign to us. We can continue to be "blinded by the god of the present age" (2 Cor 4:4), or we can repent, believe in God's Word, and live a new life. Pope John Paul II has taught: "In a word, we can say that the cultural change which we are calling for demands from everyone the courage to adopt a new lifestyle" (The Gospel of Life, 98). Change your lifestyle. Live in Christian community. Witness with power for the risen Christ.
Prayer: Father, I will do anything and live any way to lead people to accept risen life in Jesus.
Promise: "The wind blows where it will. You hear the sound it makes but you do not know where it comes from, or where it goes. So it is with everyone begotten of the Spirit." —Jn 3:8
Praise: St. Catherine's mother and father allowed the Lord to bless them with a large family. Their twenty-fourth child, Catherine, became a Doctor of the Church.
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, "The Challenge of Making Disciples in a Culture of Death", or on audio AV 97-1 and AV 97-3 or on video V-97.)
Wednesday, April 30, 2014, Pope St. Pius V
Acts 5:17-26, Psalm 34:2-9, John 3:16-21
OVER THESE PRISON WALLS WE SHALL FLY!
"We found the jail securely locked and the guards at their posts outside the gates, but when we opened it we found no one inside." —Acts 5:23
Listen to the guards talking outside the prison walls...
"Have you seen him? That bum's been an alcoholic for twenty years! What's he doing holding down a steady job? Look, he's witnessing to his co-workers about how Jesus delivered him from the bottle. He can't do that. Let's talk some sense into him..."
"Have you seen her? She's been shy and meek all her life. What's she doing praying in front of the abortion clinic? She can't do that. It's making people angry. We've got to stop her..."
"Look at Father! He's been a quiet priest all these years. Why is he suddenly trying to renew our parish? He must have a hidden agenda. We'd better talk to the bishop..."
The world thinks it has overcome Christians by putting them in jails called "acceptable behavior." How surprised they are when Jesus snaps the chains that bind us and sets us free in the open! (Ps 18:20) When we receive the Holy Spirit, we act in truth and come into the light to glorify God by our deeds (Jn 3:21). Since the world hates the light (Jn 3:20), they will want to throw us back into our old prisons (Acts 5:26). However, Jesus has set us free, and we are free indeed! (Jn 8:36)
"So stand firm, and do not take on yourselves the yoke of slavery a second time!" (Gal 5:1) "Go out now and take your place!" (Acts 5:20)
Prayer: Father, You so loved the world that You sent Your only Son to save us (Jn 3:16). I am eternally grateful to You. I am all Yours. Use me as You will.
Promise: "God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through Him." —Jn 3:17
Praise: Pope St. Pius V lived an exemplary life: as a simple friar at the beginning, and later as a humble pope.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Thursday, May 1, 2014, St. Joseph the Worker
Acts 5:27-33, Psalm 34:2, 9, 17-20, John 3:31-36
WILDLY OBEDIENT
"We testify to this. So too does the Holy Spirit, Whom God has given to those that obey Him." —Acts 5:32
To believe in the risen Christ, we need the Holy Spirit. That's why on the evening of His resurrection, Jesus commanded the apostles: "Receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:22). To receive the Holy Spirit, to stir into flame the gift of the Spirit received in Baptism and Confirmation (2 Tm 1:6-7), we must obey the Lord in extremely challenging circumstances.
For example, Peter and the apostles obeyed the Lord by continuing to teach about the name of Jesus in the face of imprisonment, threats, and beatings (Acts 5:28ff). In this obedience, they experienced the life and power of one Pentecost after another. Mary obeyed the Lord and received the Holy Spirit so perfectly that her reception of the Spirit was a conception (Lk 1:35). However, her obedience made it probable that Joseph would divorce her (see Mt 1:19), and it put her in danger of being executed as an adulteress. For the early Jewish Christians to continue to receive the Spirit, they had to obey the Lord by being in community with Gentile Christians. This was unthinkable for Jews who had never set foot in a Gentile's house or touched a utensil used by a Gentile.
What outlandish command is the Lord giving you now? Obey Him, receive the Holy Spirit, and believe in the Holy Spirit as never before.
Prayer: Father, may I delight (Ps 40:9) to express my love for You by obeying You (see 1 Jn 5:3).
Promise: "He does not ration His gift of the Spirit." —Jn 3:34
Praise: St. Joseph willingly gave up his employment and security to take Jesus on the road as a refugee to Egypt (see Mt 2:13).
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, Obedience School", or our tape "Obeying God "on audio AV 62-3 or video V-62.)
Friday, May 2, 2014, St. Athanasius
Acts 5:34-42, Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14, John 6:1-15
THE REVOLUTIONARY POWER OF THE CHURCH
"Think twice about what you are going to do with these men." —Acts 5:35
Gamaliel, a member of the Sanhedrin and a renowned teacher, considered it possible that Jesus and His disciples were from God (see Acts 5:39). He knew too that if they weren't, they would destroy themselves (Acts 5:38), and so he concluded that the early Church should be left alone (Acts 5:38).
The Sanhedrin apparently accepted Gamaliel's advice (Acts 5:39). However, this is confusing because they had the apostles whipped, which doesn't seem like letting them alone (Acts 5:40). This confused response to Gamaliel's advice may indicate that his advice was confused. If Jesus and His disciples really came from God, they would not be merely legitimate but the beginning of the greatest of God's works, for Jesus claimed to be God incarnate. Also, if Jesus and His disciples were not of God, they were not so harmless that they should be ignored. They were claiming to be the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy that the Spirit would be poured out on all mankind (Acts 2:17; Jl 3:1ff). Moreover, the early Church maintained that we had murdered God (Acts 5:30), that He had risen from the dead, and that He would judge us (Acts 10:42) and raise us also from the dead. With such a revolutionary message, the early Church was hardly harmless. The early Church was to be joined as soon as possible or exterminated immediately before it did even greater harm.
Does it surprise you that the Church still has so many enemies in today's secular culture? The Church, however, will emerge victorious and triumphant, led by Jesus her Head.
Prayer: Jesus, restore and renew Your Church.
Promise: "Jesus then took the loaves of bread, gave thanks, and passed them around to those reclining there; He did the same with the dried fish, as much as they wanted." —Jn 6:11
Praise: St. Athanasius was blessed to help unburden the Church of heresy by being part of the Council that formulated the Creed.
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, Obedience School", or our tape "Obeying God "on audio AV 62-3 or video V-62.)
Saturday, May 3, 2014, Sts. Philip & James
1 Corinthians 15:1-8, Psalm 19:2-5, John 14:6-14
GROWING PAINS
"If you really knew Me..." —John 14:7
As soon as Jesus called Philip, Philip followed Jesus (Jn 1:43). Then Philip became an evangelist and told Nathanael about Jesus (Jn 1:45). Philip had a great start in His life with Christ. However, after his good start something happened (or didn't happen) to Philip. He didn't grow in his relationship with Jesus. After three years, Jesus said to Philip: "After I have been with you all this time, you still do not know Me?" (Jn 14:9)
Are you like Philip? For three years, has Jesus come in search of fruit in your life and found none? (see Lk 13:7) This Easter season, ask Jesus to raise your relationship with Him from the death of lukewarmness and selfishness. Return to your "early love" (Rv 2:4). "Remember the devotion of your youth, how you loved" the Lord as your Spouse (Jer 2:2). Respond to the Lord as in the days of your youth (Hos 2:17). Go back to the beginning so you can grow beyond the beginning. Return to the "good old days" with the Lord so you can have even better new days with Him.
Like all living things, your relationship with the Lord either grows or dies. Grow "in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pt 3:18). Live for and in Him, die to self, love Him with all your heart, rise from the dead, grow!
Prayer: Jesus, may my highest priority be my relationship with You.
Promise: "Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures;...He was buried and, in accordance with the Scriptures, rose on the third day;...He was seen by Cephas, then by the Twelve. After that He was seen by five hundred brothers at once, most of whom are still alive, although some have fallen asleep. Next He was seen by James." —1 Cor 15:3-7
Praise: Sts. Philip and James filled Jerusalem with their teaching (Acts 5:28) and constantly instructed new converts about their "new life" in Christ (Acts 5:20).
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Growth Gifts "on audio AV 3B-1 or video 3-B.)
Sunday, May 4, 2014, Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-33, 1 Peter 1:17-21, Psalm 16:1-2, 5, 7-11, Luke 24:13-35
SUNDAY AFTERNOONS
"Were not our hearts burning inside us as He talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?" —Luke 24:32
On the afternoon of His resurrection, Jesus walked about seven miles with two of His disciples and "interpreted for them every passage of Scripture which referred to Him" (Lk 24:27). He did this even though His last three years of teaching the apostles seemed ineffective, for they had abandoned Him when He was executed. As Jesus taught His two disciples, their hearts were burning and being purified (Lk 24:32). That evening of His resurrection, Jesus continued His ministry of teaching by opening the apostles' minds to the understanding of the Scriptures (Lk 24:45). Jesus' teaching of the Scriptures eventually bore fruit at Pentecost.
Seven Sundays after the Sunday of Jesus' resurrection, Peter spent Sunday afternoon as Jesus had done on the Sunday of His resurrection. Peter preached God's Word from Joel 3, Psalm 16, and Psalm 110 (Acts 2:17, 25, 34). Hearts were burning, minds were opening, and the Church was being born.
The Church continues this pattern to the present day. As God's Word is proclaimed, we recognize the risen Jesus and receive the Holy Spirit. Abide in God's Word (Jn 8:31). Witness for the risen Jesus (Acts 2:32). Receive new Pentecosts.
Prayer: Father, Your Word is more precious to me than thousands of dollars (see Ps 119:72).
Promise: "In prayer you call upon a Father Who judges each one justly on the basis of his actions. Since this is so, conduct yourselves reverently during your sojourn in a strange land." —1 Pt 1:17
Praise: "You will show me the path to life, fullness of joys in Your presence, the delights at Your right hand forever" (Ps 16:11). Alleluia!
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Growth Gifts "on audio AV 3B-1 or video 3-B.)
Monday, May 5, 2014
Acts 6:8-15, Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30, John 6:22-29
WHY ME, OR WHY I?
"I assure you, you are not looking for Me because you have seen signs but because you have eaten your fill of the loaves." —John 6:26
The crowd asked Jesus: "When did You come here?" (Jn 6:25) They meant: "How did you come here?" However, Jesus answered neither of their questions. Instead, Jesus posed His own question: "Why did the crowd come here?" Jesus answered His own question by telling the crowd that they came for the self-centered reason of getting "perishable food" rather than the "food that remains unto life eternal" (Jn 6:27).
We frequently ask the Lord the questions "When?" and "How?". We even ask Him why He does what He does and why He permits evil. "Why?" is often a better question to ask than "When?" or "How?". However, instead of asking God "Why?", we should ask ourselves:
Ask the risen Jesus to search your heart (Ps 139:23) and tell you why you are what you are and do what you do.
Prayer: Father, "bring to light what is hidden in darkness and manifest the intentions of hearts" (1 Cor 4:5).
Promise: Stephen "was a man filled with grace and power, who worked great wonders and signs among the people." —Acts 6:8
Praise: Jesus healed Ricardo of alcoholism and repaired a serious division in his marriage.
(Pentecost is approaching. Pray about ordering our books, "Praying For a New Pentecost", and "Seek the Gifts of the Spirit".)
Tuesday, May 6, 2014
Acts 7:51—8:1, Psalm 31:3-4, 6-8, 17, 21, John 6:30-35
TRUTH-LOVE
"Those who listened to his words were stung to the heart." —Acts 7:54
St. Stephen was an in-your-face, confrontational preacher. He called his Jewish listeners "stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears" (Acts 7:51). Stephen challenged the people by accusing them and even their fathers of always resisting the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51). He called them "betrayers and murderers" (Acts 7:52). It's no wonder that Stephen became the first martyr.
Stephen was not only confrontational but also forgiving. Like Jesus, he loved and forgave those who murdered him. He prayed: "Lord, do not hold this sin against them" (Acts 7:60).
To love like Jesus, we need to love people enough to challenge them to repentance. Yet we should never challenge them without love. Christians specialize in "tough love" — not in being tough, and not in the fake love of permissiveness, but in love based on the toughness of truth.
Do and speak the truth in love (Eph 4:15). Love even though it hurts. Be like Jesus, Who loves us so much that He confronts us in the Incarnation and the Crucifixion.
Prayer: Risen Jesus, You are the Truth (Jn 14:6) and You are Love (1 Jn 4:16). Give me truth-love.
Promise: "I Myself am the Bread of Life. No one who comes to Me shall ever be hungry, no one who believes in Me shall ever thirst." —Jn 6:35
Praise: Father Ron has a marvelous sense of humor, and he uses that gift openly to attract people to the love and warmth of Jesus.
(For related teaching, order our booklet, The Truth Will Set You Free".)
Wednesday, May 7, 2014
Acts 8:1-8, Psalm 66:1-7, John 6:35-40
FOUND AND LOST?
"It is the will of Him Who sent Me that I should lose nothing of what He has given Me." —John 6:39
"Indeed, this is the will of My Father, that everyone who looks upon the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life" (Jn 6:40). God the Father wants all "to be saved and come to know the truth" (1 Tm 2:4). He even sent His Son Jesus to die on the cross that all may be saved.
However, the Lord does not force us to accept His love and salvation. Otherwise, we would not be loving Him, since love must be freely accepted and given. Therefore, we can reject the Lord with His love and salvation. We can be lost forever in the hell and damnation of everlasting separation from God's love and of isolated fixation on ourselves.
Even those who have already accepted Jesus as Lord can be lost. St. Paul warned: "Let anyone who thinks he is standing upright watch out lest he fall!" (1 Cor 10:12) Paul warned himself: "What I do is discipline my own body and master it, for fear that after having preached to others I myself should be rejected" (1 Cor 9:27).
Repent of all compromises with the ways of the world. Return to your first love of Jesus (Rv 2:4). "Be solicitous to make your call and election permanent, brothers; surely those who do so will never be lost. On the contrary, your entry into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly provided for" (2 Pt 1:10-11).
Prayer: Father, make me faithful forever.
Promise: "There were many who had unclean spirits, which came out shrieking loudly. Many others were paralytics or cripples, and these were cured." —Acts 8:7
Praise: Although tempted at times to do otherwise, Juanita stays focused on her identity of wife, mother, and disciple of Christ.
(For related teaching, order our booklet, The Truth Will Set You Free".)
Thursday, May 8, 2014
Acts 8:26-40, Psalm 66:8-9, 16-17, 20, John 6:44-51
THE RESURRECTION DESERT
"Head south toward the road which goes from Jerusalem to Gaza, the desert route." —Acts 8:26
We've just spent forty days fasting in the Lenten desert, in imitation of Jesus' forty-day desert fast (Mt 4:1-2). Now Jesus is risen, and we celebrate the season of Easter, a fifty-day Sunday of feasting and rejoicing. Yet, like Philip, some of you may find yourselves in the desert after Easter Sunday (Acts 8:26). You may have lost a loved one (Acts 8:2), suffered persecution for your Easter faith (Acts 8:3), or are simply returning to your normal life after the spiritual high of Easter (Acts 8:27).
If you are in the Easter desert, you are not alone. Others, such as the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:27), are also in the Easter desert. In the Easter desert can be found:
If you are still in the desert, ask not so much to be taken out of the desert; rather, ask for "ears open to obedience" (Ps 40:7; see also Is 50:4). Your emptiness and suffering might be exactly what the Spirit uses to bring Easter joy to the world. After the Lord's purpose is completed, the Spirit can quickly carry you out of the desert to the refreshment you need (see Acts 8:39-40).
Prayer: Father, use me to spread Your Word to the whole world.
Promise: "If anyone eats this bread he shall live forever; the bread I will give is My flesh, for the life of the world." —Jn 6:51
Praise: By choosing to spend time volunteering to prepare the One Bread, One Body subscriptions for mailing, Cynthia is living Jesus' command to preach the Gospel to the four corners of the earth (see Mt 28:19-20).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Friday, May 9, 2014
Acts 9:1-20, Psalm 117:1-2, John 6:52-59
HIT THE ROAD
"I have been sent by the Lord Jesus Who appeared to you on the road." —Acts 9:17, our transl.
Saul went to Jerusalem and then to Damascus to arrest those who were "living according to the new way" (Acts 9:2). The exact translation is "those living according to the way," or even more precisely, "those living according to the road." Ironically, Jesus appeared to Saul on the road (Acts 9:3) when Saul was about to arrest those "living according to the road."
Saul's conversion was not the only one to begin on the road. The Ethiopian eunuch took the gospel to the ends of the earth (see Acts 1:8) after he was converted on the road in his chariot (Acts 8:26ff). On the afternoon of Jesus' resurrection, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus "said to one another, 'Were not our hearts burning inside us as He talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?' " (Lk 24:32) "Then they recounted what had happened on the road and how they had come to know Him in the breaking of bread" (Lk 24:35). After Mary received the Holy Spirit and became the mother of God, she hit the road and brought Jesus and the Spirit to Elizabeth and her pre-born baby, John (Lk 1:39).
Jesus, Mary, and Paul were on the road. The early Church called herself "the road." The message is: Life is a road-trip, the Church is a road-house, and our job is road-work. Go out into the highways and byways and compel them to come to Jesus (Lk 14:23). Hit the road for the risen Jesus.
Prayer: Father, through the intercession of St. Joseph, I will take Your gospel to those I work with.
Promise: "For My flesh is real food and My blood real drink. The man who feeds on My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in him." —Jn 6:55-56
Praise: John made a decision to spend more time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament by signing up for an hour of weekly eucharistic adoration.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Saturday, May 10, 2014, St. Damien of Molokai
Acts 9:31-42, Psalm 116:12-17, John 6:60-69
THE COMPANY LINE
"From this time on, many of His disciples broke away and would not remain in His company any longer." —John 6:66
What on earth could Jesus have possibly said that would result in many of His disciples refusing to remain in His company? He said something "hard to endure" and take seriously (Jn 6:60):
Do these hard words of Jesus "shake your faith"? (Jn 6:61) They're supposed to. Therefore Jesus refused to recant or modify them just to keep the group together. After the disbelieving disciples left, Jesus then spoke to those who remained with Him, people like you and me. All that was left for Jesus to say was: "Do you want to leave Me too?" (Jn 6:67) How will you answer Jesus?
Prayer: Jesus, so many have refused to remain with You. Use me to restore many thousands to You.
Promise: "Jesus Christ cures you!" —Acts 9:34
Praise: St. Damien gave his life for the terminally ill, the disenfranchised, as did the apostles and Jesus.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, May 11, 2014, Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 36-41, 1 Peter 2:20-25, Psalm 23:1-6, John 10:1-10
THE PENTECOST GUILT-TRIP
"When they heard this, they were deeply shaken." —Acts 2:37
There were two outpourings of the Holy Spirit at the first Christian Pentecost. At nine AM, one-hundred and twenty people received the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:15; 2:15). Later in the afternoon, three thousand people received the Spirit (Acts 2:41). Between these two great events, a pivotal question was asked by many in the crowd. This question was provoked by the realization that Jesus was Lord, God, and Messiah and that they had killed Him by crucifixion (Acts 2:36). In the midst of the first Christian Pentecost, many people suddenly came to realize that they had killed God. They were deeply shaken by this (Acts 2:37). "They asked Peter and the other apostles, 'What are we to do?' " (Acts 2:37)
To receive a new Pentecost, we need the Holy Spirit to first convict us of our sins, prove us wrong about sin, justice, and condemnation (Jn 16:8), and pierce our hearts with the realization that we, through our sins, were part of the mob that killed God. St. Francis of Assisi preached: "Nor did demons crucify Him; it is you who have crucified Him and crucify Him still, when you delight in your vices and sins" (Catechism, 598). We must stop denying reality. We were guilty of murdering God. This guilt should immediately lead to repentance, freedom from guilt, and the outpouring of the Spirit in a new Pentecost.
Come, Holy Spirit of conviction, guilt, and repentance!
Prayer: Father, I will agree to go on a very short guilt-trip to my destination, Pentecost.
Promise: "I am the Gate. Whoever enters through Me will be safe. He will go in and out, and find pasture." —Jn 10:9
Praise: Alleluia! Jesus is risen! "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" (1 Cor 15:55) Alleluia!
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, May 12, 2014, Sts. Nereus & Achilleus, St. Pancras
Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3-4, John 10:11-18
CLUED IN TO THE SPIRIT
"As I began to address them the Holy Spirit came upon them." —Acts 11:15
Peter, a Christian and a Jew, took the unprecedented step of entering the house of a Gentile, Cornelius (Acts 10:25). Gentiles, that is, non-Jews, were excluded from the company of Jews. However, the Holy Spirit made it crystal-clear to Peter that he was to enter Cornelius' house (Acts 11:5ff; 11:12).
The Spirit hadn't yet instructed Peter what to say to the assembled Gentiles. So Peter "proceeded to address them" with a standard witness to the risen Lord (Acts 10:34ff). Then Peter brought up the subject of sin (Acts 10:43). Based on his previous preaching in Acts, it's quite possible that Peter's next words would have involved accountability for sin and the need for deep repentance. Theologically this makes good sense, but the Holy Spirit had a different subject in mind, for the Spirit took over from Peter. "Peter had not finished these words" about forgiveness of sins "when the Holy Spirit descended upon all who were listening to Peter's message" (Acts 10:44). Although Peter's Jewish Christian companions were surprised at this turn of events (Acts 10:45), Peter followed "the Spirit's lead" perfectly (Gal 5:25). Rather than trying to take the floor back from the Holy Spirit and finish his sermon, Peter "gave orders that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ" (Acts 10:48).
Let us hear the voice of Jesus (Jn 10:16) and thereby learn the voice of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit knows exactly what is the right word at the right time (see e.g. 1 Cor 2:10ff). Like Peter, let us "live by the Spirit" and "follow the Spirit's lead" (Gal 5:25).
Prayer: Father, I will serve You not by my own intelligence or wisdom, but by Your Spirit (Zec 4:6).
Promise: "I know My sheep and My sheep know Me." —Jn 10:14
Praise: St. Pancras had the fire of Christ at an early age and suffered martyrdom at age fourteen.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Tuesday, May 13, 2014, Our Lady of Fatima
Acts 11:19-26, Psalm 87:1-7, John 10:22-30
NO SNATCHING
"No one shall snatch them out of My hand. My Father is greater than all, in what He has given Me, and there is no snatching out of His hand." —John 10:28-29
Most of us have family members and friends who have not given their lives to Jesus. We are rightly concerned about them. We hate to think that Jesus' death would be in vain for our loved ones (see 1 Cor 1:17). We are also painfully aware that many family members and friends are stubborn and very resistant to the Gospel. When we think of this, we tend to become more discouraged.
However, we should not be preoccupied with the condition of those away from the Lord. Rather, we should fix our eyes on Jesus (Heb 12:2). Although their sin is horrible, His "grace has far surpassed it" (Rm 5:20). Although they are stubborn, the Lord is all-powerful. Although they are selfish, He is Love Itself — even to the point of becoming a human being and dying on the cross for love of them and us. Everyone has a free will, and they can decide to separate themselves from the Lord forever, but the Lord also has a free, perfect will. He has decided to live, die, and rise for all in an almost irresistible way. "There is no snatching out of His hand" (Jn 10:29).
If the Lord has much to say about it, we and our loved ones will see Him face to face and be happy with Him forever in heaven. Be encouraged, confident, and hopeful of the salvation of all your family members and friends.
Prayer: Father, lead at least one of my family members into Your kingdom this Pentecost.
Promise: "He encouraged them all to remain firm in their commitment to the Lord...Thereby large numbers were added to the Lord." —Acts 11:23-24
Praise: Joe bought a rosary while at Fatima. He asked Our Lady of Fatima to make it clear whom he should marry, and promised to give the rosary to his future wife. Years later, he met a faith-filled woman. When he proposed to her, he gave her the rosary.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Wednesday, May 14, 2014, St. Matthias
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26, Psalm 113:1-8, John 15:9-17
THE ETERNAL FRUIT OF LOVE
"As the Father has loved Me, so I have loved you." —John 15:9
"God is love" (1 Jn 4:16). The Persons of the Holy Trinity love Each other eternally. The Father and the Son love each other eternally, and the eternal Fruit of this love is the Holy Spirit. Thus, the Holy Spirit not only produces fruit (Gal 5:22) but is Himself the Fruit of the love of the Father and the Son.
In receiving the Holy Spirit, we receive the power to obey God's very first command to the human race: "Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it" (Gn 1:28). In the Spirit, we bear abundant (Jn 15:5), lasting fruit (Jn 15:16).
However, we live in a contraceptive, abortifacient society. As Pope John Paul II has taught, we live in a "culture of death." This is true both physically and spiritually. For example, many Christians in the Western world would never even entertain the thought of trying to bear fruit by evangelizing. Even those who will share their faith under ideal circumstances abort their attempts to evangelize when they see they will have to die to themselves to bear fruit (see Jn 12:24).
As Pentecost approaches, we must decide whether we want the Holy Spirit, the Fruit of the love of the Father and the Son, or if we want to remain in the "culture of death." "Choose life" (Dt 30:19) and life in the Spirit.
Prayer: Father, I choose life, love, fruitfulness, and death to self.
Promise: "He raises up the lowly from the dust; from the dunghill He lifts up the poor." —Ps 113:7
Praise: St. Matthias performed great signs and wonders among the people of Jerusalem. As a result, "more and more believers, men and women in great numbers, were continually added to the Lord" (Acts 5:12-14).
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Divine Love" on audio AV 52-3 or video V-52.)
Thursday, May 15, 2014, St. Isidore the Farmer (USA)
Acts 13:13-25, Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25-27, John 13:16-20
IDENTIFICATION PAPERS
"I solemnly assure you, no slave is greater than his master; no messenger outranks the one who sent him." —John 13:16
The Lord has called us to be His messengers, even His ambassadors (2 Cor 5:20). If we accept this call, our lives are no longer our own (Gal 2:20). We then do nothing but His will and say only what He authorizes us to say, as He wants it said (Jn 12:50). We become slaves of Christ (Jn 13:16), who act and talk like Christ.
This means we get the same reaction Christ got. While being loved by a few people, we are rejected and persecuted by many others. Even those closest to us may raise their heels against us (Jn 13:18). We "will suffer in the world" (Jn 16:33). However, we can be encouraged because Jesus has "overcome the world" (Jn 16:33). When we identify with Jesus and become His messengers, He identifies with us. He takes personally the way others treat us (see Acts 9:4). He states: "I solemnly assure you, he who accepts anyone I send accepts Me, and in accepting Me accepts Him Who sent Me" (Jn 13:20). Jesus protects and raises from the dead the members of His body.
Be Jesus' messenger and slave. Act, speak, suffer, and love as Jesus does. Look like Jesus. Identify with Him. He will identify with us, and with Him we will overcome the world forever (1 Jn 5:5).
Prayer: Jesus, make me look like a member of Your body.
Promise: "God testified, 'I have found David son of Jesse to be a man after My own heart who will fulfill My every wish.' " —Acts 13:22
Praise: St. Isidore treated animals and poor humans with the loving respect due God's beloved.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Friday, May 16, 2014
Acts 13:26-33, Psalm 2:6-11, John 14:1-6
DOCTOR JESUS
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Have faith in God and have faith in Me." —John 14:1
Imagine that you are scheduled to undergo open heart surgery tomorrow. You've met with your surgeon, and you have complete confidence in your surgeon's skill and personal care for your body. Although you're naturally anxious about such major surgery, you anticipate a successful outcome. There will be a lot of pain, but your surgeon has told you what pain to expect, how long it will last, and has prescribed medication to make the pain tolerable. Your trust in your surgeon has put your heart at rest.
Jesus is the Divine Physician (Mk 2:17). He's decided that the best way to bring us to full health is to give us a new heart (see Ez 36:26). In the process of this heart transplant operation, Jesus may, in His surpassing skill, care, and wisdom, find it necessary to expose us to pain for a time (see Lk 2:35). Yet Jesus didn't promise to eliminate all pain; instead, He promised that by having faith in Him, we can keep our hearts from being troubled (Jn 14:1).
Out of love for us, Doctor Jesus has not told us everything about our operation and recovery because we are not yet ready to bear it (Jn 16:12). We don't know what kind of pain we'll experience or how long it will last. The pain may come physically, mentally, spiritually, relationally, etc.
So, it all comes down to believing in the Doctor. Doctor Jesus, the Creator of your body, knows more anatomy and has far greater personal care for you than does the world's finest physician. Jesus tells us: Have "faith in Me" (Jn 14:1). "Dismiss all anxiety from your minds...Then God's own peace...will stand guard over your hearts" (Phil 4:6-7).
Prayer: "Jesus, I trust in You. Mercy of God, I trust in You."
Promise: "It was to us that this message of salvation was sent forth." —Acts 13:26
Praise: Brother Mark counseled a mother of a troubled teen to put her anxiety on the altar of God.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Saturday, May 17, 2014
Acts 13:44-52, Psalm 98:1-4, John 14:7-14
SPITTIN' IMAGE
"Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father." —John 14:9
I have an adult son who looks like me, has my height, build, and a similar personality, though he doesn't yet have my gray hair! We are both involved in the same ministry. As a father, I rejoice that my children carry my image. It is a joy beyond description to minister side-by-side with my son.
Jesus "is the Reflection of the Father's glory, the exact Representation of the Father's being" (Heb 1:3). Jesus so conformed Himself to His Father's will that to see Jesus was to see the Father (Jn 14:9). Likewise, we humans are made in the image of our Father (Gn 1:27). In Baptism, we received "a spirit of adoption through which we cry out, 'Abba!' (that is 'Father')" (Rm 8:15). "We are God's children now" (1 Jn 3:2). Like Jesus, we strive to conform our wills to the Father's will. As Jesus prayed, we pray constantly to our Father: "Not my will but Yours be done" (Lk 22:42; see also Mt 6:10).
My son has grown to maturity, and looks like his father now. We also can grow and mature so that we "look like" and reflect our heavenly Father. Jesus said: "My command to you is: love your enemies, pray for your persecutors. This will prove that you are" children "of your heavenly Father" (Mt 5:44-45).
Children of God, let us love our enemies, surrender ourselves to our Father's will, and thereby reflect our Father's glory. May we, His children, always give our Father cause to rejoice over us (Zep 3:17).
Prayer: Father, may I live in such a way that Your name is hallowed (Mt 6:9) by all who meet me.
Promise: "I have made you a light to the nations, a means of salvation to the ends of the earth." —Acts 13:47
Praise: Sally put aside her fears and trusted that God was speaking to her through her husband's strong desire to have a fourth child. After a rough pregnancy, God blessed her with a son.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, May 18, 2014, Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:1-7, 1 Peter 2:4-9, Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19, John 14:1-12
JESUS, THE G.P.S.
"How can we know the way?" —John 14:5
In recent years, the G.P.S., that is, the Global Positioning System, has become extremely popular. The GPS device knows your exact location on earth. You type into the GPS where you want to go. Then the GPS talks to you in a voice that tells you each street to turn on, and exactly where to drive. People trust the voice on the GPS.
Each of us has problems in this life, and we want to know "the way" out of these problems. We'd like a GPS to show us "the way" to get from debt to financial freedom, from addiction to freedom, from discord to unity, etc. We want directions for the way out. We ask: "How can we know the way" out of our situation? (Jn 14:5)
We want a roadmap, but God has a better plan; He gives us directions in the form of a Person: Jesus, the Way (Jn 14:6). Jesus always knows our exact physical location on earth. Moreover, He knows exactly where we are spiritually, emotionally, and mentally. Finally, His plan for us is the perfect will of God!
Our ultimate destination in this life is to spend eternity with God in heaven, and Jesus says: "No one comes to the Father except through Me" (Jn 14:6). Jesus is the Way. Follow Him (Jn 21:19).
Prayer: Lord Jesus, Your voice tells me whether to turn to the right or to the left (Is 30:20-21). I will do whatever You tell me and follow You the rest of My life (see Jn 2:5).
Promise: "The eyes of the Lord are upon those who fear Him." —Ps 33:18
Praise: Praise our risen Lord, "a Stone Which the builders rejected that became a Cornerstone"! (1 Pt 2:7)
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, May 19, 2014
Acts 14:5-18, Psalm 115:1-4, 15-16, John 14:21-26
"NO OTHER GODS"
"They shouted frantically, 'We are only men, human like you.' " —Acts 14:15
The first and most basic temptations are to try to be like gods (Gn 3:5), or even to try to be gods. For example, Peter refused to be treated like a god (Acts 10:26), while Herod accepted the title "god" (Acts 12:22-23). Herod, therefore, "died eaten by worms" (Acts 12:23). When Paul and Barnabas heard the crowd calling them gods by the names of "Hermes" and "Zeus," they realized how dangerous this temptation was. "They tore their garments and rushed out into the crowd" in order to correct the people's mistaken attribution of divinity to them (Acts 14:14-15). Contrary to what some cults teach, we are not gods.
Rather than each of us becoming one of the gods, God became one of us. He became a human being. Instead of making us man-gods, He became the God-Man. In this way, we don't become God, but we can have a share in His divine nature (2 Pt 1:4) and "become the very holiness of God" (2 Cor 5:21). We can even have God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, make Their dwelling place within us (Jn 14:23). We are not gods; we are tabernacles and temples of God (1 Cor 6:19).
Be yourself. Be a human being transformed by the indwelling God.
Prayer: Father, with power may I bear witness for Your risen Son (see Acts 4:33).
Promise: "This much have I told you while I was still with you; the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit Whom the Father will send in My name, will instruct you in everything, and remind you of all that I told you." —Jn 14:25-26
Praise: When his wife became permanently bed-ridden, Alfred counted his blessings and was as loving a husband as ever.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Following the World (Spiritual Adultery) "on audio AV 53-1 or video V-53.)
Tuesday, May 20, 2014, St. Bernardine of Siena
Acts 14:19-28, Psalm 145:10-13, 21, John 14:27-31
UNFINISHED BUSINESS?
"They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the town, leaving him there for dead. His disciples quickly formed a circle about him, and before long he got up and went back into the town." —Acts 14:19-20
On the first Christian missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas were thrown out of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. As soon as possible, they went back into these three places to finish the job of starting these churches (Acts 14:21). "They gave their disciples reassurances, and encouraged them to persevere in the faith with this instruction: 'We must undergo many trials if we are to enter into the reign of God.' In each church, they installed presbyters and, with prayer and fasting, commended them to the Lord" (Acts 14:22-23). Likewise, to build the Church, we must encourage the disciples to persevere in the faith while suffering many trials, and we must pray, fast, and raise up leaders for the Church.
Is your parish church, Christian community, and family frequently encouraged to suffer redemptively? Are you praying and fasting as a community for your leaders and for new leaders in the Church throughout the world? If we shared our faith enough to merit persecution and suffering, the Church wouldn't be divided, weakened, and watered down. If, in our sufferings, we also prayed and fasted for the Church's leaders, we wouldn't be having a vocations crisis but an explosion of leadership and new life in the Church.
Evangelize, suffer, pray, fast, and see the Church as the Lord intended it to be.
Prayer: Father, teach me to pray, fast, and suffer.
Promise: " 'Peace' is My farewell to you, My peace is My gift to you; I do not give it to you as the world gives peace. Do not be distressed or fearful." —Jn 14:27
Praise: St. Bernardine was a special champion of promoting devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus. In addition, his weak and hoarse preaching voice was healed in response to his frequent intercession to and devotion toward Mary.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Following the World (Spiritual Adultery) "on audio AV 53-1 or video V-53.)
Wednesday, May 21, 2014, St. Christopher Magallanes
Acts 15:1-6, Psalm 122:1-5, John 15:1-8
BEAR FRUIT
"My Father has been glorified in your bearing much fruit and becoming My disciples." —John 15:8
Jesus proclaimed that He is the true Vine and His Father is the Vinegrower (Jn 15:1). Before completing His thought by calling His disciples the branches on the Vine (Jn 15:5), Jesus interjected some comments on barren branches and fruitful ones (Jn 15:2-4). Jesus can't wait to proclaim the necessity of our bearing fruit abundantly (Jn 15:5). He is preoccupied with our fruitfulness. He insists we bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit and of holiness (see Gal 5:22-23), and demands that we bear the fruit of evangelization.
Jesus loves the world so much that He does not want His sacrificial death on the cross to be in vain (see 1 Cor 1:17). He wants to light a fire on the earth (Lk 12:49) so that all will "be saved and come to know the truth" (1 Tm 2:4). He made us His witnesses (e.g. Acts 1:8) and we must be willing to become the slaves "of all so as to win over as many as possible" (1 Cor 9:19). Jesus' love is so great, and His salvation so necessary that He threatens to throw us into the fire and burn us forever if we refuse to try to bear abundant fruit (Jn 15:6).
Love Jesus and be fruitful.
Prayer: Father, may I be willing to die to lead others to Jesus.
Promise: "The church saw them off and they made their way through Phoenicia and Samaria, telling everyone about the conversion of the Gentiles as they went. Their story caused great joy." —Acts 15:3
Praise: St. Christopher and his twenty-four companions in Mexico, three laymen and the rest being priests, chose eternal life by giving up their earthly lives in martyrdom.
(For a related teaching, order our tape on Following the World (Spiritual Adultery) "on audio AV 53-1 or video V-53.)
Thursday, May 22, 2014, St. Rita of Cascia
Acts 15:7-21, Psalm 96:1-3, 10, John 15:9-11
SUBMISSION, UNITY, AND WORK
"It is my judgment, therefore, that we ought not to cause God's Gentile converts any difficulties." —Acts 15:19
The early Church had been working for almost twenty years in proclaiming the Gospel and building God's kingdom. Many of them had been martyred. Many had sacrificed everything to live a new community life (see Acts 2:44ff; 4:32ff).
Finally, the devil decided to put a stop to the Church and to nullify the grace, faith, love, sacrifices, prayers, and work of the previous twenty years. He encouraged dissension from which a major controversy developed (Acts 15:2). This situation became so volatile that it was almost certain to result in the splitting, splintering, and dismantling of the Church. Then a great miracle occurred. The love and unity of the Church was maintained through the authoritative leadership of Peter, James, and the Jerusalem community, and the subsequent submission by the Antioch community and other Gentile Christian communities.
Without unity, we can lose everything we've worked for. Without authority and submission, we can lose unity. Thank God for authority and submission!
Prayer: Father, may we all receive the anointed power which comes from unity (see Ps 133:1-2). St. Joseph, patron of the Universal Church, pray for us to be one (see Jn 17:21).
Promise: "You will live in My love if you keep My commandments, even as I have kept My Father's commandments, and live in His love." —Jn 15:10
Praise: St. Rita, in deference to her parents, did not become a nun but married a man who caused her nothing but grief and sorrow. St. Rita became a widow at age thirty, and eventually God enabled her to achieve her goal of becoming a religious sister.
(For related teaching, order our leaflet, Forgiveness and Evangelization.")
Friday, May 23, 2014
Acts 15:22-31, Psalm 57:8-10, 12, John 15:12-17
WHAT IS LOVE?
"The command I give you is this, that you love one another." —John 15:17
When the Lord says "I love you," He doesn't mean "I like you," "I'm attracted to you," or "I want to socialize with you." When the Lord says "I love you," He means "I have died for you." "It is precisely in this that God proves His love for us: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Rm 5:8). "The way we came to understand love was that He laid down His life for us; we too must lay down our lives for our brothers" (1 Jn 3:16). "There is no greater love than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends" (Jn 15:13).
For a Christian, love is not selfish and superficial; rather, it is crucified and divine. Love for a Christian is not an attraction as much as a command. Jesus said: "This is My commandment: love one another as I have loved you" (Jn 15:12). "There are in the end three things that last: faith, hope, and love, and the greatest of these is love. Seek eagerly after love" (1 Cor 13:13—14:1).
Prayer: Father, You are Love (1 Jn 4:16). In this Easter season, send the Holy Spirit to purify me for a genuine love for my brothers and sisters (1 Pt 1:22). This Pentecost, may the Holy Spirit produce in me the fruit of love (Gal 5:22).
Promise: Paul and Barnabas "have given over their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." —Acts 15:26, our transl.
Praise: James has witnessed publicly of his vasectomy and how the Lord showed him its sinfulness, restored him through reversal surgery, and blessed him with more children.
(For a related teaching, order our booklet, Praying for a New Pentecost", or on audio AV 92A-1, AV 92A-3, AV 92B-1 or our two video series starting with V-92A. We also offer a leaflet, "The Pentecost Novena", or on audio AV 103-1 or video V-103.)
Saturday, May 24, 2014
Acts 16:1-10, Psalm 100:1-3, 5, John 15:18-21
THE MISSING PIECE
"Come over to Macedonia and help us." —Acts 16:9
Today begins the "we" section of the Acts of the Apostles. When Paul and his companions were prevented from going to Asia and Bithynia, Luke, the author of Acts, uses the pronoun "they" (Acts 16:6, 7). Then "they came down to Troas" (Acts 16:8). The missionaries were encountering closed doors and were seemingly wandering about aimlessly.
At Troas, "Paul had a vision" (Acts 16:9). There the team found the open door, leading to Macedonia. In Troas, they suddenly received vision, discernment, and direction (Acts 16:10). What made the difference?
In Troas, Luke joined the missionary team. Notice that the pronoun "we" is used beginning in Acts 16:10 and continuing throughout a good portion of the rest of Acts. Before Luke arrived, the mission was floundering. After Luke arrived, the door was opened to bring the gospel to Europe for the first time.
Luke is never mentioned in Acts as performing any noteworthy service. He is simply "with" Paul (see 2 Tm 4:11). Luke quietly used his spiritual and natural gifts, and that led to an open door. Luke was chosen by God to play this role (see Jn 15:19).
How about you? Are you a Luke? Is there a ministry, community, or vocation for which you are the missing piece? Pentecost is rapidly approaching. Pray diligently for docility to the Holy Spirit and discernment in all the areas of your life. May "the Spirit of Jesus" (Acts 16:7) fix you "like a peg in a sure spot" (Is 22:23).
Prayer: Father, thank You for preparing a life of good deeds for me in advance (Eph 2:10). May I joyfully complete all of them.
Promise: "I chose you out of the world." —Jn 15:19
Praise: For years, Mary tried to be a good person and do good works, but it wasn't until the Holy Spirit touched her heart and showed her Jesus as Savior that she had empowerment beyond imagining.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Sunday, May 25, 2014, Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:5-8, 14-17, 1 Peter 3:15-18, Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20, John 14:15-21
TO HELP YOU LOSE TO WIN
"If you love Me and obey the commands I give you, I will ask the Father and He will give you another Paraclete — to be with you always: the Spirit of truth." —John 14:15-17
A paraclete is someone who helps us, usually in the context of a legal trial. For example, a paraclete could be a lawyer or a witness on our behalf. A paraclete must be convincing to the judge or jury, or he would not help us win the case. However, the Paraclete Whom the Father sends us is not accepted by the world "since it neither sees Him nor recognizes Him" (Jn 14:17). Therefore, the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, might not help us win our case on earth. Rather, He is with us and within us so we will have the strength to remain faithful when unjustly persecuted and condemned (see Jn 14:17). While we lose our case on earth, we will be more than conquerors in life (Rm 8:37). Though we may be condemned rather than acquitted on earth, the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, will make us holy so that, on the final Judgment Day, Jesus the Judge will give the verdict: "Well done! You are a good and faithful servant!" (Mt 25:21, our transl) "Come. You have My Father's blessing! Inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world" (Mt 25:34).
Come, Holy Spirit, the Paraclete! Help us be acquitted in the final judgment, even though we may be condemned in this world's trial.
Prayer: Father, show me those on whom I am to lay hands so that they may receive the Holy Spirit (see Acts 8:17).
Promise: "Should anyone ask you the reason for this hope of yours, be ever ready to reply, but speak gently and respectfully." —1 Pt 3:15
Praise: Praise Jesus, Who "died and came to life again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living" (Rm 14:9).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Monday, May 26, 2014, St. Philip Neri
Acts 16:11-15, Psalm 149:1-6, 9, John 15:26—16:4
AT HOME WITH JESUS
"If you are convinced that I believe in the Lord, come and stay at my house." —Acts 16:15
Your house is one of your most important resources for evangelization. The Church teaches that your home should be a "domestic church" (Catechism, 1656). You should be able to look at a chair in your kitchen and remember when your neighbor, John, sitting in that chair, gave his life to Jesus. You look out at the porch and remember when Kathy from work was filled with the Holy Spirit in that very spot of your house. Over there is the couch where Ted and Cindy sat, three years ago. They had come to announce their divorce. They left your home forgiving, forgiven, and reconciled.
Next to the family-altar is the table where you taught your children the Scriptures from their infancy (2 Tm 3:15). At the front door, you can see the holy water font where you blessed the kids a thousand times. On the buffet stands the statue of Mary — a little worse for wear. (You told the kids to be more careful.) Above the doorway hangs the crucifix. You still sometimes cry when you see His crucified love.
This is home. This is love. This is life in Jesus. Amen!
Prayer: Father, make my home a house of prayer (see Is 56:7), evangelization, repentance, healing, hope, love, and life.
Promise: "When the Paraclete comes, the Spirit of truth Who comes from the Father — and Whom I Myself will send from the Father — He will bear witness on My behalf. You must bear witness as well." —Jn 15:26-27
Praise: St. Philip was so hospitable to the youth of Rome that his room was known as "the home of Christian mirth."
(For a related teaching, order our tape Counter-Cultural "on audio AV 17 A-3 or video V-17A.)
Tuesday, May 27, 2014, St. Augustine of Canterbury
Acts 16:22-34, Psalm 138:1-3, 7-8, John 16:5-11
A LAWYER IN HEAVEN!!!
"If I fail to go, the Paraclete will never come to you, whereas if I go, I will send Him to you." —John 16:7
The Greek word "Paraclete," which Jesus uses to refer to the promised Holy Spirit, can be translated as "Defense Lawyer." Picture yourselves in the place of Jesus' disciples. After following the Master for three years, He tells you that He is suddenly leaving you tomorrow. But that's not all: as His replacement, you're getting a lawyer! We can understand why His disciples, who had recently heard Jesus publicly vilify lawyers (see Lk 11:46-52), would be "overcome with grief" (Jn 16:6) at this double-whammy.
However, those who follow Jesus need to be defended. Paul and Silas found this out at Philippi. They were seized and dragged "into the main square before the local authorities," who "turned them over to the magistrates" (Acts 16:19, 20). Before they could speak a word in self-defense, they were flogged severely, thrown into jail in maximum security, and chained to a stake like animals (Acts 16:22-24).
At this point, Paul and Silas placed a call from their "cell-phone" to their Defense Lawyer, the Holy Spirit. Since the Lawyer already understood the specifics of the case, Paul and Silas only had to converse with their Lawyer in His native language: tongues, prayer, and praise (Acts 16:25). The Holy Spirit appealed the case directly to the Judge, the Father, and the verdict "innocent" was reached immediately. The Holy Spirit sent an earthquake to set the prisoners free, converted the jailer and his family, and vindicated Paul and Silas publicly (Acts 16:36ff).
Prayer: Come, Holy Spirit! Come and set us free!
Promise: "When I called, You answered me; You built up strength within me...Your right hand saves me." —Ps 138:3, 7
Praise: St. Augustine did not see the fruit of his labors in his lifetime but sowed the word of God even so.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Wednesday, May 28, 2014
Acts 17:15, 22—18:1, Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14, John 16:12-15
TRYING, FAILING, AND LEARNING
"When they heard about the raising of the dead, some sneered, while others said, 'We must hear you on this topic some other time.' " —Acts 17:32
When Paul spoke of Jesus and the resurrection to the people of Athens, they called him a "magpie" (Acts 17:18), sneered at him, and brushed him off (Acts 17:32). However, a few became believers (Acts 17:34).
As we read through Acts of the Apostles this Easter season, many Christians can relate to Paul's difficulties at Athens better than to other parts of Acts. The "culture of death" in which we live is similar to that of Athens. Also, sad to say, we may have the weaknesses that Paul showed at Athens. Paul tried the mission at Athens solo because he was too impatient to wait for Silas and Timothy to join him (Acts 17:15-16). Similarly, our excessive individualism and lack of community severely weakens our evangelization. Furthermore, Paul did not get around to proclaiming Jesus crucified in Athens. In our culture, and even in our Church, we also fail to emphasize the cross. Thus, like Paul in Athens, we also have few converts.
However, Paul learned his lesson. When he went to his next mission, at Corinth, he determined to "speak of nothing but Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Cor 2:2). Let's be like Paul. Let's try, even if we may fail. Let's learn from our mistakes and lead many to Jesus.
Prayer: Jesus, I will be Your witness (see Acts 1:8).
Promise: "When He comes, however, being the Spirit of truth He will guide you to all truth. He will not speak on His own, but will speak only what He hears, and will announce to you the things to come." —Jn 16:13
Praise: The reverence with which Thomas received the Eucharist made others repent of their irreverence.
(For a related teaching, order our tape Jesus, the Redeemer" on audio AV 50-3 or video V-50.)
Thursday, May 29, 2014
Acts 18:1-8, Psalm 98:1-4, John 16:16-20
PREPARE THE WAY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (see Lk 3:4)
"A leading man of the synagogue, Crispus, along with his whole household, put his faith in the Lord." —Acts 18:8
Tomorrow begins the Pentecost Novena, nine days of intense prayer in preparation to receive the Holy Spirit in fullness at Pentecost. Today is the traditional feast of the Ascension of Jesus, Who left this earth in body and ascended to the right hand of the Father in heaven. Jesus commended His followers to the Holy Spirit, for "within a short time" (Jn 16:16) they would be baptized in the Holy Spirit. The apostles were initially stunned and even grieved when Jesus ascended into heaven and left this earth. Yet they devoted themselves to intense prayer. "Within a short time," they received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
The Spirit made all the difference. Many thousands were converted, including the most unlikely synagogue leaders such as Crispus (Acts 18:8), and persecutors like Saul of Tarsus, etc. Who in your mind is the most unlikely to change and convert? "For God all things are possible" (Mt 19:26). Pray the Pentecost Novena and "receive the Holy Spirit" (Jn 20:22).
Prayer: Father, give me the commitment of the apostles as they prepared for the initial Pentecost novena.
Promise: "The Lord has made His salvation known: in the sight of the nations He has revealed His justice." —Ps 98:2
Praise: "Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done wondrous deeds; His right hand has won victory for Him, His holy arm" (Ps 98:1).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Friday, May 30, 2014, Pentecost Novena - Day 1
Acts 18:9-18, Psalm 47:2-7, John 16:20-23
PRAYING IN LOSSES
"I tell you truly: you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices; you will grieve for a time, but your grief will be turned into joy." —John 16:20
When Jesus' disciples prayed in the upper room after His Ascension and before the first Christian Pentecost, they probably prayed with a sense of loss. Although Jesus had promised that He would not leave them orphaned (Jn 14:18) and that He would be with them always (Mt 28:20), Jesus' disciples couldn't understand what He meant, for the Spirit had not yet been received and the Church not yet born.
When we pray with a sense of loss, our prayer may sound the same but it is prayed on a different level. For instance, after Paul saw Sosthenes violently attacked and beaten by the Corinthians (Acts 18:17), he naturally lost any sense of security. He realized he could be killed at any moment. When he prayed "Come, Holy Spirit," he probably prayed it on a deeper level than most of us are accustomed to. I remember seeing a widow pray, "Come, Holy Spirit," a couple of hours after her husband's death. She received the Spirit as never before since she prayed for the Spirit as never before. I've seen people lose their health and lose the unity in their marriages. When these people, in their loss, pray, "Come, Holy Spirit," all heaven breaks loose.
When we think we've lost everything, we can pray for the Spirit and receive more than we can ever ask for or imagine (Eph 3:20). Come, Holy Spirit!
Prayer: Father, on this first day of the Pentecost novena, I cry out to You in the pain of loss.
Promise: "Do not be afraid. Go on speaking and do not be silenced, for I am with you." —Acts 18:9-10
Praise: Valerie spends an afternoon each week visiting a homebound neighbor. Her love has restored her neighbor's faith in God.
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
Saturday, May 31, 2014, Visitation of Mary, Pentecost Novena - Day 2
Zephaniah 3:14-18 or, Romans 12:9-16, Isaiah 12:2-6, Luke 1:39-56
VISITING HOURS
"Be not discouraged!" —Zephaniah 3:16
Recently, I was hospitalized for a short time. No one knew I was in the hospital, as I had no time to call people to pass the word. Naturally, I had no visitors during that brief stay. I could easily relate to Elizabeth's experience on the day that Mary visited her. Elizabeth had gone into seclusion for five months (Lk 1:24), implying that she had no visitors in that interval. She couldn't have expected Mary to visit, since to her knowledge Mary was not aware she was pregnant. God directly informed Mary of Elizabeth's pregnancy, and put it in Mary's heart to visit her (Lk 1:39ff).
This means that the feast of the Visitation of Mary is a great sign of hope. When we need a visitor, God will send Mary to us, even if no one else is aware that we need encouragement (see Zep 3:16). When we seclude ourselves from others, Mary is not subject to our visiting restrictions. She is favored by God (Lk 1:30) with inside information on our condition. She has a motherly heart for us that loves its way into our life. She can't stop from being concerned about her discouraged, suffering child.
Is there any way to keep a mother from visiting her beloved child? No, we can't keep Mary out of our lives. She loves us too much. Our decision is whether or not to welcome her. Mary was rejected by the innkeepers in Bethlehem (Lk 2:7), and is widely rejected by many Christians today. "Open wide your hearts" (2 Cor 6:13) to the mother of Jesus. Let Mary visit and love you.
Prayer: Jesus, may I love and welcome Mary as You do.
Promise: "You have no further misfortune to fear." —Zep 3:15
Praise: Mary, the most blessed woman ever, thought only of serving her cousin who was in need (see Lk 1:39ff).
(This teaching was submitted by a member of our editorial team.)
(For a related teaching, order our tape on "Mary's Visitation" on audio AV 73-3 or video V-73.)