VOCATIONS

John Paul
Speaks

Notable quotations from Pope John Paul Il and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

“PUT OUT INTO THE DEEP”

ThecomingWorldDay of Prayer for V ocations[April 17,2005] ... hasthetheme: “ Called
toputoutintothedeep.” Thisisaspecia occasionfor reflectingonthevocationtofollow Christ
and, inparticular, tofollow Himinthepriesthood and theconsecratedlife.

“PARTICULARLY RELEVANT”

“Ducinaltum! - Put outintothedeep!” (Lk5:4) ... Thecommandof Christisparticularly
relevantinourtime, whenthereisawidespread mentdity whichinthefaceof difficulties, favors
personal non-commitment.

“ADEEPSPIRIT OF PRAYER”

Thefirst conditionfor“ putting out intothedeep” isto cultivateadeep spirit of prayer,
nourished by adaily listeningtotheWord of God.

“INTIMATEFRIENDS’

Inprayer, conversationwith Christ devel ops, andit makesusHisintimatefriends.

“APPARENT FAILURE"

ThelinkwithChristthrough prayer a somakesusawarethat Heisa sopresentinmoments
of apparentfailure, whentirelesseffort seemsusal ess...Itisespecially inthesemomentsthat one
needsto openone’ sheart totheabundanceof graceandto allow theword of the Redeemer
toactwithall itspower: “Ducinaltum!”

“THEABUNDANT FRUIT OF GRACE"

Whoever opens his heart to Christ will not only understand the mystery of hisown
existence, but al sothat of hisown vocation: hewill bear theabundant fruit of grace.

“GROWTHINHOLINESS’

Thefirgfruitwill behisgrowthinholiness... Hewill commithimself toperseveringinunity
with hisbrothers withinthecommunionof theChurch, andhewill placehimself at theservice
of thenew evangelization, toproclaimand bear witnesstothewonderful truthof thesavinglove
of God.

CHRIST NEEDSYOUNG PEOPLE
Y oung peopleneed Christ, but they al so know that Christ choseto beinneed of them.

FIXYOUREYESON JESUS
Dear young menandwomen! Trust Chrigt; listenattentively toHisteaching, fix your eyes
onHisface, persevereinlisteningto HisWord. Allow Himtofocusyour search and your
aspirations, all your ideal sand thedesiresof your heart.

THEWITNESSOFADULT CHRISTIANS
Whenadult Christiansshow themsel vescapabl eof revealingthefaceof Christ through
their own word and example, young people are more ready to welcome His demanding
message, stamped asitiswiththemystery of theCross.

(Source: Messagefor World Day of Prayer for V ocations, issued 8/11/2004)
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