THE SICK AND SUFFERING

Pope Francis,
Shegpherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Francis and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

“WISDOM OFTHEHEART”

Wisdomof the heart meansserving our brothersand sisters. Job’ swords: “1 waseyesto
theblind, andfeettothelame”, pointtotheservicewhichthisjustman... offered tothoseinneed.
Hismoral grandeur found expressioninthehelphegavetothepoor who sought hishelpandinhis
carefor orphansand widows (Job 29: 12-13).

“GENUINEFAITH”

Today too, how many Christiansshow, not by theirwordsbut by livesrootedinagenuinefaith,
that they are” eyestotheblind” and“feettothelame’! They areclosetothes ckinneedof constant
careand helpinwashing, dressingand eating., Thisservice, especially whenitisprotracted, can
becometiringandburdensome.

NOT EASY

Itisrelatively easy tohelp someonefor afew days
butitisdifficulttolook after apersonfor monthsor even
years,insomecaseswhenheor sheisnolonger capable
of expressinggratitude.

“GREAT PATH”

Andyet, what agreat path of sanctificationthisis! In
thosedifficultmomentswecanrelyinaspecia way onthe
closenessof theL ord, andwebecomeaspecia meansof
supportfortheChurch’ smission.

“HOLY TIME”

Wisdomof theheart meansbeingwithour brothersandsisters. Timespent withthesick
isholytime. Itisaway of praising God Who conformsustotheimageof HisSon, Who* camenot
tobeserved butto serve, andtogiveHislifeasaransomfor many” (Mt 20:28).

“OURWORLDFORGETS’

Occasiona ly ourworldforgetsthespecia valueof timespent at thebedsideof thesick, since
weareinsucharush; caught upasweareinafrenzy of doing, of producing, weforget about giving
ourselvesfreely, taking careof others, beingresponsiblefor others,. Behindthisattitudethereis
oftenalukewarmfaithwhichhasforgottenthelL ord’ swords. “ Y oudidituntoMe’ (Mt. 25:40).

SOLIDARITYWITHOUT JUDGMENT

Wisdom of the heart means showing solidarity with our brothersand sisters while not
judging them... True charity isasharing which does not judge, which does not demand the
conversionof others; itisfreeof that falsehumility which, deep down, seekspraiseandissel f-
sati sfied about whatever goodit does.

LOOK AT JESUS

Job'’ sexperienceof sufferingfindsitsgenuineresponse only inthecrossof Jesus, thesupreme
act of God' ssolidarity withus, completely freeand aboundinginmercy.

TURNTOMARY

OMary, Seat of Wisdom, intercedeasour Mother for all thesi ck and for thosewho carefor
them! Grant that, through our serviceof our suffering neighbors, and through theexperience of
sufferingitself, wemay receiveand cultivatetruewisdomof heart.

(Source: Messagefor World Day of theSick, 12/3/14)

Toobtainthismonthly bulletininsertfor your parish, or tolearn about other
publicationsandtapes, pleasewrite, call, or email:
Presentation Ministries
3230McHenry, Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
(513) 662-JESU (5378)
WWW.presentationministries.com.
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