MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

Pope Francis,
Shegpherd of Truth

Notable quotations from Pope Francis and official teachings
of the Roman Catholic Church

“SIGN OF THE TIMES”

Inourchanging world, the growing phenomenon of human mobility emerges, to use the words
of Pope Benedict X VI, as a “sign of the times™...

POSITIVESANDNEGATIVES

Whileitis true that migrations often reveal failures and shortcomings on the part of States and
the international community, they also point to the aspiration of humanity to enjoy a unity marked
by respect for differences, by attitudes of acceptance and hospitality which enable an equitable
sharing of the world’s goods, and by the protection and advancement of the dignity and centrality
of eachhumanbeing.

GRACE VERSUS SIN

From the Christian standpoint, the reality of migra-
tion, like other human realities, points to the tension
between the beauty of creation, marked by Grace and the
Redemption, and the mystery of sin. Solidarity, accep-
tance, and signs of fraternity and understanding exist side
by side withrejection, discrimination, trafficking and ex-
ploitation, suffering and death.

“PARTICULARLY DISTURBING”

Particularly disturbing are those situations where
migration is not only involuntary, but actually set into
motion by various forms of human traffickingand enslave-
ment.

“CONFIDENCEAND HOPE”

... Despite the problems, risks and difficulties to be faced, great numbers of migrants and
refugees continue to be inspired by confidence and hope; in their hearts they long for abetter future,
notonly for themselves but for their families and those closest to them.

“ABETTER WORLD”

Abetter world will come aboutonly if attention s first paid to individuals; if human promotion
isintegral, taking account of every dimension of the person, including the spiritual; if no one is
neglected, including the poor, the sick, prisoners, the needy and the stranger (cf. Mt 25:31-46); if
we can prove capable of leaving behind athrowaway culture and embracing one of encounter and
acceptance.

NOTPAWNS

Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the chessboard of humanity. They are children,
women and men who leave or are forced to leave their homes for various reasons, who share a
legitimate desire forknowing and having, but above all for being more.

“THE SCANDAL OF POVERTY”

While encouraging the development of a better world, we cannot remain silent about the
scandal of poverty inits various forms. Violence, exploitation, discrimination, marginalization,
restrictive approaches to fundamental freedoms, whether of individuals or groups: these are some
of the chief elements of poverty which need to be overcome.

NEWATTITUDES

Achange of attitudes towards migrants and refugees is needed on the partof everyone, moving
away from attitudes of defensiveness and fear, indifference and marginalization ... towards attitudes
based on aculture of encounter...

(Source: Message for World Day of Migrants and Refugees, dated 8/5/13)
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