THE EUCHARIST AND VOCATIONS

John Paul
Speaks

Notable guotations from Pope John Paul |1 and
official teachings of the Roman Catholic Church

THE JUBILEE AND VOCATIONS

The Jubilee ... enjoins al believersto consder their own persond vocation, to complete
inther liveswhat islackinginthepassonof theSon, for thesakeof Hisbody, whichistheChurch
(cf. Col 1:24).

“THE MEANING OF HUMAN LIFE”

The Eucharig condtitutes the culminating moment inwhich Jesus, in HisBody given for us
and in His Blood poured out for our savation, reved sthe mystery of Hisidentity and indicates
the sense of thevocation of every believer. Infact, themeaning of human lifeistotaly contained
in that Body and in that Blood, since from them life and sdvation have cometo us.

GIVEYOURSELFASGIFT

Inthe Eucharit ..., the believer who is nourished by that Body ... and with that Blood ...,
receivesthe power to transform himsdf, inturn, into gift. AsSt. Augustine says, “Bewhat you
recelve and receive what you are’ ...

“THE COURAGE TO BE HISAPOSTLES’

Go to meet Jesus, the Savior! Love Him and adore Him in the Eucharidt! ... You areable
to draw from Him the courage to be His aposdtles ...

DISCOVERIES

In their encounter with the Eucharist, some men discover that they are cdled to become
ministersof the Altar, other people, that they are called to contempl ate the beauty and depth of
thismystery, othersthat they are called to pour out again itsimpelling force of love on the poor
and wesk, and others again that they are called to grasp its transforming power in the redlities
and gestures of everyday life.

FIND THE KEY AND THE COURAGE
Each believer finds in the Eucharigt not only the interpretative key of his or her own
exisgence, but the courage to actudize it, indeed to build up, in the diversty of charisms and
vocations, the one Body of Christ in history.

JESUSCALLSYOU

The Lord Jesus has pitched Histent among us and from this His Eucharistic dwelling, He
repeatsto each man and each women, “ Cometo Me, al you who labor and are overburdened,
and | shdl giveyou rest” (Mt 11:28).

WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS

Theworld needs young people capable of “building bridges’ to unite and reconcile; after
the culture of man without vocati on, menand women areneeded who believeinlifeand accept
it asacdl that comes from Above, from the God Who calls, snce He loves.

“AJUBILEE OF VOCATION”

Only courageous young people, with minds and hearts open to high and generousidedls,
will be able to restore beauty and truth to life and human relationships. Then this Jubileetime
will truly befor dl a“year of the Lord' s grace’, a Jubilee of vocation.

(Source: Messagefor the37thWorld Day of Prayer for VVocations[May 14, 2000], issued
September 30, 1999)
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